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to the editor

‘Ascent of Man’

Praises for your article and interview
concerning Jacob Bronowski and his “The
Ascent of Man” (SN: 12/8/73, p. 362).
Magnificent.

Robert Nathan, in his Evening Song:
Selected Poems, 1950-1973, Capra Press,
conveys somewhat Bronowski’s thought re-
garding man’s being and needing “. . . the
comfort of his own dignity. . . .” Some-
thing not afforded by artists of malice.

Ross McFadyen
Palm Desert, Calif.

It was not the quality of irrationality
that made Hitler so harmful. (Actually,
we can be thankful for that irrationality.
Had he not made some very bad de-
cisions, particularly military ones, he
might have ended up in complete con-
trol of Europe.) Rather, what made Hitler
harmful to the world was his self-
righteousness, the process by which he
spawned and justified cruelty and excess.
To put it in a word, he was arrogant.

J. Bronowski, at least if one judges
him by the Frazier interview, thus ap-
pears to confuse morality with rationality.
He goes on to confuse rationality with
science. By such a devious route he ar-
rives at the conclusion that man should
take pride (of all things) in his ever-in-
creasing meddling with, diddling and ma-
nipulation of “his” world, i.e. the environ-
ment. This conclusion is nothing less than
arrogant. It merely substitutes “the master
species” for “the master race!”

Warner Clements
Beverly Hills, Calif.

I enjoyed reading your editorial com-
ment on Jacob Bronowski and his BBC
series, “The Ascent of Man,” which rightly
gives credit to the British mathematician
and philosopher for making progress of
the human race more understandable to
the public.

But I differ sharply with the statements,
“There’s not an equivalent science figure
in the United States. It’s hard to think
of any American scientist known so well to
the public that he is stopped in the streets
by those who have seen him on tele-
vision.”

Surely you know of Julius Sumner Mil-
ler, professor of physics at E1 Camino Col-

lege, Calif., who for 40 years has ex-
plained the physical laws of the universe
via classrooms, lecture platforms, radio
and TV, motion pictures, books, news-
paper columns, LP records and tapes.
His lecture-demonstrations have enchanted
lay as well as scientific audiences in the
United States, Canada, Great Britain,
France, Germany, Italy, Scandinavia,
Kenya, South Africa, Australia and New
Zealand.
Andrew Hamilton
University of California
at Los Angeles
Los Angeles, Calif.

Hocus-pocus experts

Noting the various letters on ESP in the
Dec. 15 issue I believe P. M. deLaubenfels
and Steven Okulewicz have a valid point.
“It takes one to know one” and if Uri Gel-
ler is achieving his results by some sort
of “hocus-pocus” what better way to find
out than by having an expert in “hocus-
pocus” set up the experimental condi-
tions?

If Geller can confound the professional
magicians then we may have something
worthy of further study. If not, then the
psychophysicists must improve and tighten
up their procedures. Either result would
be better than leaving the question up in
the air.

F. L. Sulloway
Fremont, Calif.

Skylab 2 crew doing well

I found your article on Skylab 2 (SN:
10/6/73, p. 214) to be accurately written
and interesting. I wish the same could be
said in every case about reporting in non-
science fields!

For your information, the medical pro-
gress of all Skylab 2 crewmen continued
to be as encouraging as it was during the
period for which your report was made.
There were no relapses or other compli-
cations of any significance, and I look for-
ward to reviewing the quantitative medical
data and conclusions when they are avail-
able.

Jack Lousma
Major USMC
NASA Astronaut
Houston, Tex.
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