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WEST face north

by James Stokiey

With the coming of February the
brilliant stars of winter have replaced
the display of bright planets so promi-
nent on evenings of late autumn and
early winter.

Venus has gone from the evening
sky, to become a morning “star,” con-
spicuous in the east at dawn. In the
first days of the month perhaps you’ll
still get a glimpse of Jupiter at dusk,
very low in the west. On Feb. 1 it sets
about 40 minutes after sunset. On the
13th it will set with the sun.

Mars is still in the constellation of
Taurus, shining with characteristic red-
ness in the west. Although it has faded
to about a sixteenth of its brightness in
October it is still equal to a first-magni-
tude star. From its nearest approach
on Oct. 16 of 43 million miles it has
receded to 106 million at the beginning
of February.

Seldom-seen Mercury, innermost of
the planets, will be visible about Feb.
9, when it will be farthest east of the
sun. On that day it will set about an
hour and a half after the sun, as seen
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Bright winter stars shine in south

from 40° north latitude. About Feb. 5,
even though it will set earlier, it will be
a little brighter, and you may be able
to locate it in the gathering dusk.

Saturn also is visible high in the
south and about twice as bright as
Mars. It’s in the western end of Gemini.

The stars and constellations are
shown on the accompanying maps, as
they appear about 11:00 p.m., local
daylight saving time, on Feb. 1, an
hour earlier in the middle of the month
and two hours earlier at the end.

The brightest star shown is Sirius, in
the south in Canis Major. Higher and
to the right is Orion, with Betelgeuse
and Rigel. Farthest right is Taurus,
where Mars stands, with bright Alde-

baran, slightly fainter than Mars.
Somewhat higher is Auriga, with
Capella.

In Gemini, toward the left, Pollux
is the brightest star. Canis Minor, with
Procyon, is below this group. Another
first-magnitude star, almost as bright as
Pollux, is Regulus, which shines in the
east in Leo.

Just above the southern horizon, be-
low Canis Major, our map shows three

constellations that are probably not
familiar even to those who can recog-
nize many of the sky’s features. They
are Puppis, Pyxis and Columba, now
as high as we ever see them from the
United States. Only when directly
south, as they are on February eve-
nings, do they rise above our horizon. U

CELESTIAL TIME TABLE
Feb. EDT
3  noon Moon passes north of
Saturn
5 8:00 pm Moon nearest, distance
223,000 miles
6 7:24 pm Full Moon
9  4:00 am Mercury farthest east of
sun
13 3:10 am Algol (variable star in
Perseus) at minimum
brightness
noon Jupiter behind sun
8:04 pm Moon in last quarter
15 11:00 pm Algol at minimum
18  4:00 am Moon farthest, distance
252,000 miles
8:50 pm Algol at minimum
11:00 pm Moon passess south of
Venus
22 1:34 am New Moon
24  5:00 pm Mercury between sun
and earth
27  8:00 am Venus at greatest bril-
liancy

new products

pH Meter for school and industry is budget
priced, versatile, and built to take rough
handling. lts 42 taut band scale can be read
to * 0.05 pH over a 0-to-14 pH range and to
=+ 700 mv range. Mirror backing minimizes
parallox. Meter, mounted in cradle base,
can be tilted to any angle. Electrodes support
rod mounts on either side of meter—great
for crowded areas and left handed operators.

Fisher Scientific Co.

Circle No. 145 on Reader Service Card

Educational wall chart illustrates the
principles of operation of cathode-ray tubes
as they are used in oscilloscopes. It enables
students to visualize how a dual-beam CRT
operates and helps them understand the mean-
ing and use of the various controls of an os-
cilloscope. The chart is printed on heavy stock
in full color, and is easily hung.

Test & Measuring Instruments Inc.

Circle No. 146 on Reader Service Card
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Water and wastewater sampler col-
lects up to 28 individual or 112 composite
samples from streams, sewers or other fluid
sources. Sample size and timed or flow-propor-
tioned sampling intervals can be switch-selected
for any application. All electronics, motors and
battery are sealed in watertight housings for
protection against adverse environments. Sam-
ple collection is fully automatic and the unit
is small enough to pass through a standard
manhole without being disassembled. Un-
breakable plastic sample bottles come with
the sampler.

1SCO
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Ratchet tool system with accessories is
a professional tool which has tremendous
power. It is more than a screwdriver; this
tool can help with hundreds of projects around
the home, in the workshop, or on the job. It
is ideal for the hobbyist, craftsman, engineer,
and mechanic. The tool has a unique ratchet
ball and two holes in the handle—one at each
end. When you put a tool into the end marked
“To drive’” you can drive screws easily into
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the hardest wood. When a tool is placed into
the end marked “To loosen” you can loosen
even heavily rusted nuts or hard-to-turn
screws. Interchangeable accessories permit its
use with a wide variety of sockets and ex-
tensions, and the tool is virtually unbreakable.

Creative Tools Inc.

Circle No. 147 on Reader Service Card

Chlorine monitors provide continvous, real-
time measurement of total residual chlorine
(hypochlorite) for concentration ranges be-
tween 0.05 ppm and 100 ppm. The monitors
automate proven chemical sensing methods
and are unaffected by sample color and
turbidity—the only interferences are bromide,
iodine, and strong oxidizing agents. They are
ideal for municipal water chlorination, proc-
ess control and industrial waste treatment
applications.

Orion Research Inc.
Circle No. 112 on Reader Service Card

Products are selected and listed as an editorial
service. The claims are the manufacturers’. For
further information circle the appropriate number
on the postpaid, self-addressed Reader Service
Card in the center of this issue.
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