Stars

Five bright stars,

two planets dominate

in May sky

by James Stokley
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CELESTIAL TIME TABLE
May 4 1:00 pm EDT Mercury behind sun

6 4:55 am Full moon 1,\#\1 w“”“‘
12 1:00 pm Moon farthest, distance 251,270

14 5:29 am Moon in last quarter SERRENS
16  3:00 am Moon passes north of Jupiter f
18 3:00 pm Moon passes north of Venus OPHIUCHUS UB A
21  4:34 pm New moon
23 midnight Moon passes south of Saturn
24 9:00 am Moon nearest, distance 226,420

miles

25  6:00 pm Moon passes south of Mars
28 9:03 am Moon in first quarter EAST

Five bright stars are well placed in the
cvening sky of May, but the two planets on
view, Saturn and Mars, are low in the west.
Several other first-magnitude stars can be
seen, but near the horizon and considerably
dimmed.

These are shown on the accompanying
maps, which depict the sky as it looks about
11 p.m., local daylight saving time, May 1
and about 10 p.m. on May 15.

Vega is the brightest star, in the northeast
in Lyra. In the northwest, in Auriga, is
Capella, a little fainter. To the left of this
group you'll see Gemini, with Pollux, about
two-fifths as bright as Vega. Near it is Castor,
a second-magnitude star about a sixth as
bright as Pollux. To the left (on the southern
sky map) is Procyon, in Canis Minor.

Also in Gemini are the two planets. Saturn
is lower, and dimmed because it’s so near
the horizon. Mars is about a quarter as
bright as Saturn and of the second magnitude.

Still receding from earth its distance of 184
million miles on May 1 increases to 205 mil-
lion on May 31.

Look southward for three of the most
prominent stars. Arcturus, in Bodtes, is high
in the southeast, about equal to Capella, al-
though it looks brighter because it’s higher.
Farther right is Leo, with Regulus, less than
half as bright. This star is part of a little
figure called the Sickle. Extending eastward
and ending just below the western end of
Bootes stands Virgo. Here you’ll find the
star Spica.

Scorpius is low in the southeast, only part
of it above the horizon. Its principal star,
Antares, is shown, but greatly dimmed. Later
in the night it will shine prominently in the
south when it’s higher and the whole con-
stellation is visible. Near the northeastern
horizon, below Lyra, Cygnus also is partly
shown, with Deneb.

In the last few days of May you might
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see a third planet in the west at dusk, to
the left of Saturn and a little higher. This
is Mercury, which will then be moving to the
east of the sun so that it remains visible
after sunset. After June 4 it will be moving
back toward the sun and, after another week,
will no longer be seen.

Brilliant Jupiter rises in the east about
3:30 am. at the beginning of May, about
2Y2 hours before sunrise. Venus, even bright-
er, follows more than half an hour later.
Well after the light of dawn hides the stars
you’ll still be able to see these two planets.

Altogether nine principal planets revolve
around the sun: Mercury, Venus, Earth,
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and
Pluto. Mercury, Mars and Saturn, as men-
tioned, will be visible during the evening in
May; while Venus and Jupiter shine in the
east of dawn. And the other three are also
in the May evening sky—but you won’t be
able to see them without telescopic aid. a

New Products

Products_are selected and listed as an editorial
service. The claims are the manufacturers’. For
further information circle appropriate number on
the postpaid, self-addressed Reader Service Card.

Bio-Monitor is designed as an inexpensive way
to detect and display, with both a flashing
light and a beeper, a variety of bioelectri-
cal events such as heartbeat. The unit is
provided with plate electrodes, cables, wrist
straps, electrode paste, batteries and labora-

tory manual. Phipps & Bird, Inc.
Circle No. 145 on Reader Service Card

pH/fluoride meter provides expanded-range
pH and mV measurements, as well as fluoride
and other monovalent anion determinations
and redox measurements. The unit is available
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in a.c. or d.c. models, with a variety of elec-

trodes. Hach Chemical Co.
Circle No. 148 on Reader Service Card

Hand-operated vacuum pump can create a
vacuum of up to 25 in. Hg with a few squeezes
and sustain it for as long as 24 hours. The
pump weighs less than half a pound, has a
pumping rate of 15 c.c. (1 cu. in.) per stroke,
and is equipped with a discharge valve that
releases or adjusts without disconnecting the
pump from the line. The multi-purpose pump
can also provide 7 pus.i. of positive pressure
through its exhaust port. Nalge
Circle No. 109 on Reader Service Card

Combination air-tract/table combines friction-
free physics in one and two dimensions in
a single instrument for classroom or labora-
tory use. The manufacturer reports that the
device is quickly set up and convenient to
use, and incorporates innovations from sev-
eral other air-tables and air-tracks to enable
an increased variety of experiments to be
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performed. Thornton Associates, Inc.
Circle No. 144 on Reader Service Card

Cross-sectional brain model provides a three-
dimensional, four-color look at the human
brain at a price within reach of the indi-
vidual student. Formed of three mutually per-
pendicular planes of paperboard-plastic lami-
nate, the model shows the relative positions
of the brain’s major structures without the
solid model’s requirement of removing cer-
tain parts to see others.

Eduquip-Macalaster Corp.
Circle No. 146 on Reader Service Card

Safety eye-wash station is a wall-mountable
installation with a squeeze-bottle to flush for-
eign matter from the eye on the spot. An air
vent and drain in the bottle’s eye-cup keep
contaminated washing solution from returning
to the bottle. The wall plaque carries high-
visibility instructions in four languages.

Bel-Art Products
Circle No. 147 on Reader Service Card
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