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To the Editor

A matter of pressure

I’'ve been a subscriber for seven years
(approximately 37 percent of my lifetime)
and SCIENCE NEWws is still my first-sought
and favorite piece of mail. I think it’s the
best in its field. In your newsbrief “Con-
ditions on Venus” (SN: 3/16/74, p. 176),
you give a surface pressure of 93 kg/m?’
I'd always heard that Venus’ atmosphere
had a pressure 100 times earth’s, but un-
less I can’t convert properly, that figure
is 1/100 of earth’s. Could you have meant
93 kg/cm?*? Please let me know which of
us goofed.

Mark Pottenger

Los Angeles, Calif.

(We did. The figure should have been
93 kg/cm*.—Ed.)

Writing about science

Your “Speaking Informally” comments
(SN: 5/4/74, p. 283) remind me that
I meant to write you in defense of your
decision to publish the article about the
Gnomes of D.O.S. While I agree with
one of your readers that I would not
want SCIENCE NEws to become a col-
lection of essays or a literary journal, I
hope you will take every opportunity to
emphasize the need for better writing
about science—for that is, after all, how
we learn about news in science. In fact,
I hope you will give us more “essays”
about better writing. We need to be con-
stantly reminded that, as one of my friends
has observed, “the trouble with communi-
cation is the illusion that it has been
achieved.” Thank you for your most wel-
come weekly demonstration of good
communication.

M. O. Norby
Arlington, Va.

Free will
In the article on free will (SN:

4/20/74, p. 256) John Eccles seems to
contradict himself on the idea of the
uncertainty principle as an opening for
free will. Although the gross physical
event of a synapse firing is on too large
a scale for the principle to be significant,
he notes also that the question ultimately
has to go back to the processes that lead
up to the firing. These processes could
quite reasonably involve systems small
enough for the principle to operate sig-

nificantly. This suggests that chance
events are the basic events in the opera-
tion of the brain. As for free will, how-
ever, there still remains the problem that
although chance events cannot be pre-
dicted, they cannot be influenced either.
But perhaps the whole question of “free
will” is irrelevant to man’s mental well
being: that is, the really fulfilling events
in life are not, and cannot be, consciously
willed as such. The artist cannot will him-
self to be creative, the scientist cannot
will himself to make a discovery and
people cannot will themselves to love
other people.
Benjamin R. Irvin
Laurinburg, N.C.

Looking forward to Monday
I highly commend you on your weekly
periodical SciENCE NEws which arrives
faithfully every Monday to bring me
the latest developments in the rapidly
growing areas of science. Although I am
just a freshman in high school the amount
of information I gather weekly from your
magazine far exceeds anything I'd ever
learn in school. The articles are written
on a level which I or one of my
teachers can read and both understand.
And the topics you report on are not
the stale old facts of yesterday but the
latest developments in the scientific world
today. So, in conclusion, 1 would like to
thank you and your highly qualified staff.

Looking forward to next Monday.
Karen Sabolosky
Ambridge, Pa.

Blood, Tswett and Strain

At the risk of over-working the “All
in the Name” controversy, my final sug-
gestion has to do with the arduous nature
of chromatography. Two of the early
workers in the field were “Tswett and
Strain.”
For skeptics:

Tswett, M.

Strain, H.

(See Ber. dent, bot.
Ges. (1906), 24, 384.)
(““Chromatographic Ab-
sorption Analysis,” In-
science Publishers, NY
1942)

Dr. Curtis B. Coleman

Director, Chemistry Division
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State of New Mexico
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