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COVER: These black-footed ferrets live in the
company of prairie dogs, which provide them with
natural prey and den sites. Prairie dog poisoning
campaigns have made the ferret perhaps the
rarest mammal in the United States. No less than
108 other wildlife species are threatened with
extinction. Conservationists’ strategy to wildlife
preservation is currently shifting from a ‘‘save the
tiger” approach to ‘‘save the habitat.” See pages
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Wildlife preservation: Cold facts, hard realities

In this issue we present a special two-article report on wildlife preserva-
tion. First, staff writer Lisa J. Shawver chronicles the status of endangered
species in North America, where industrialization, population growth and
urbanization have hastened the demise of scores of animal species. Then
Science-and-Society Editor John H. Douglas takes a purposely nonsenti-
mental look at recent trends and cold realities of the conservation move-
ment, including the shift from a narrow, species-by-species approach to a
broader, habitat-preservation strategy. Without attempting an answer, he
raises hard questions: “Which is more important, try to save a handful of
birds or use the land for growing food or providing recreation for humans,
while saving the money to help our wretched cities.” Throughout it all, as
exemplified by the words of a tropical ecologist who says, “The tropics are

very close to being a tragedy on a global scale,

i1}

is the realization that, as

Douglas puts it, “Conservation is a global affair, no longer just a matter of
saving a few animals for the aesthetic enjoyment of a few well-off people.”

To the Editor

Out of swirling controversy

I must congratulate the writer of your
sickle-cell-anemia story, Joan Arehart-Trei-
chel, who managed to reduce a swirling
and inchoate controversy to six rational
and accurate columns (SN: 2/16/74, p.
104). Most science writers tend to be
overwhelmed by the complexity and the
controversy of this particular scientific is-
sue.

It may actually interest you to know
that there are more papers in the world
literature from more countries in the
world which support effective results with
urea therapy than there are reporting fail-
ures. I am pleased that the point was
made in the story that the established
protocol was not followed.

The objections by Alfred Kraus to
the central venous catheter in column
three of the story are sheer nonsense. Ask
the next surgeon you meet or internist
whether it “costs hundreds of dollars” to
insert a central venous catheter.

With an eye toward future stories on
sickle-cell disease, you should be aware of
at least two recent reports in the litera-
ture which suggest that cyanate may have
some harmful cffects. A paper by Kino-
shita and Marola shows that cataracts
can be the consequence of cyanate therapy
at least in guinea pig lenses. The second
paper of importance is that by Gillette,
Lu and Peterson. This team from the
Rockefeller University, with great integ-
rity, has reported the development of
weight loss, peripheral neuropathy includ-

Kendrick Frazier

ing loss of hearing, and deafness as a
consequence of cyanate therapy.

Again I wish to congratulate the writer
of this sickle-cell story because I can well
imagine the variety of bewildering and
contentious opinions she had to sort
through to get to the truth, which she did
so well.

Robert M. Nalbandian, M.D.
Associate Pathologist
Blodgett Memorial Hospital
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Frictionless physics
Thank you for publishing that much-
needed piece by Dietrick Thomsen on the
unrealities found in modern physics text-
books (SN: 5/11/74, p. 308). This, by
the way, is not just at the sophomore
level, but increases exponentially as one
advances into graduate school. And Thom-
sen’s type of critique is one which the
physics hierarchy is unable to conduct,
since to do so would undermine their

elite position.

H. C. Dudley
Professor of Radiation Physics
University of Illinois Medical Center
Chicago, III.

Of DOGS and CATS
Re: “The Low, Low Voice of caT
[clear air turbulence]” (SN: 5/18/74, p.
320): Solution prescribed . . . if meteor-
ologists would concentrate on developing
a DpoG ‘“diametrically opposed gyration”
this could enable them to better detect

“acoustically” CAT.

Freddy Conboy Sawyer
Houston, Tex.
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