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CELESTIAL TIME TABLE
Feb. 3 1:23 a.m. EST Moon in last quarter
8 4:00 a.m. Mercury between sun and earth
11 12:17 a.m. New Moon FEB.
11:00 p.m. Moon farthest, distance 252,700 1975
miles o
13 10:00 a.m. Moon passes north of Venus aeg“\u
7:00 p.m. Moon passes north of Jupiter
17 2:00 p.m. Venus passes south of Jupiter
11:20 p.m. Algol (variable star in Perseus) Hygn
at minimum brightness
19 2:39 am. Moon in first quarter
20 8:10 p.m. Algol at minimum
22 6:00 a.m. Moon passes south of Saturn
25 6:00 p.m. EDT Moon nearest, distance 221,500
P miles EAST
9:15 p.m. Full Moon

by James Stokley

A close approach of the two brightest
planets will be a striking spectacle in the
western evening sky during February. On
Feb. 17 brilliant Venus will dash past the
more sluggish Jupiter. When closest Venus
will be to the south, within a fifth of a
degree of the other planet. This is less
than half the apparent diameter of the
moon. Conjunction, when the two are on
the same north-south line in the sky,
comes about 2 p.m., EST. In North Ameri-

ca daylight will hide the planets to the
naked eye.

As the sky darkens that evening they
will become visible, still close. Venus
(minus 3.4 on the astronomical scale of
magnitude or brightness) will appear first.
A little later you’ll see Jupiter to the
right and about a fifth as bright. It will
be a little brighter than Sirius, the most
brilliant star, shining in the south in Canis
Major.

You’ll find it interesting to watch these
planets as they approach and then draw
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apart. On Feb. 1 Venus will set about
an hour and a half after sunset, as twi-
light ends. Jupiter, considerably higher,
will set nearly an hour and a half later.
But Venus will be moving away from the
sun and toward Jupiter. (The crescent
moon will pass north of Jupiter on the
13th.) On the evening of Feb. 16 Venus
will still be a little below Jupiter. After
the 17th Venus will climb still higher and
by March 1 will set more than two hours
after sunset. Jupiter will then set about
an hour and a half after the sun. 0

New Products

Metric system educational materials in-
clude texts, audio-visual materials and
equipment for individual and group
experiments, integrated into packages for
grades 3 to 6, 6 and above and an overall
combined grouping.

Enrich
Circle No. 157 on Reader Service Card

Solar filter for amateur astronomers per-
mits viewing the sun’s surface in hydrogen-
alpha light (6562.8 angstroms) with most
small telescopes. Mounting kits are also
available.

Carson Astronomical Instruments, Inc.
Circle No. 158 on Reader Service Card

Solar power packs are self-contained pow-
er sources using an array of 192 silicon
cells to convert sunlight into 12, 24, 36,
48 or 72 volts DC or 120 volts at 60 Hz
AC. Available with lead-acid, nickel-cad-
mium or nickel-iron batteries, the units in-
clude a solid-state, 500-watt, continiious-
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duty inverter for AC use, and provide 2,400
watt-hours of nominal capacity. The
4 X 4 X 5-foot units weigh 150 pounds
plus batteries.

Solar Energy Co.
Circle No. 159 on Reader Service Card

Chemical resistant sump pumps, designed
primarily for waste treatment applications
in pollution abatement systems, are avail-
able in several extended lengths and are
said to be capable of handling discharge
water containing a variety of untreated
acid or alkaline solutions.

SERFILCO

Circle No. 36 on Reader Service Card

Low-cost, single-pan lab balance can weigh
up to 350 grams or 12 oz., calibrated in
both English and metric units, in a 4-by-3-
inch ‘oval pan suspended from a sapphire-
pivoted movement.

Markson Science Inc.
Circle No. 38 on Reader Service Card

Electronic counter/totalizer will handle a
variety of inputs at up to 100,000 counts
per second, from sources such as encoders,
photo sensors and proximity switches.
Standard versions will count contact clo-

I8 ()
gl U
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 2250
Science News. IMNOJN

sures and DC pulses from 45 to + 50
volts, with factory alterations available for
AC and other DC voltages. Units feature
a programmable “bounce-guard” circuit
insuring accuracy in slow counting by
creating a “reference period” longer than
the count interval.

Durgin & Browne, Inc.
Circle No. 40 on Reader Service Card

Counters, controllers, calibrators and clean-
ers are among the variety of laboratory
equipment listed in 1974 New Products
Catalog-IV, which ranges from a foot of
Teflon tubing to a $1,595 linear/log
recorder.

Beckman Instruments, Inc.
Circle No. 37 on Reader Service Card

Digital pocket dosimeter offers push-but-
ton reset, battery check, audible alarm
signal and four-digit dosage readout, over
a range of from 1 to 10,000 mR.

Reactor Experiments, Inc.
Circle No. 44 on Reader Service Card

Products are selected and listed as an editorial
service. The claims are the manufacturers’. For
further information circle the appropriate number
on the postpaid, self-addressed Reader Service
Card in the center of this issue.
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