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Futurism and the future

In his analysis of futurism, John Douglas
makes no secret of proceeding from the
premise that our civilization and our freedom
from tyranny are based upon ‘‘objective
research and rational thought.”” His conclu-
sions are therefore no better than this highly
suspect premise. I guarantee that there are
many who would challenge it, including
those of us who next year will be honoring
our nation’s heroes. For heroism has only
chance association with purely objective re-
search and reasoning. By actual definition,
it is scarcely ‘‘objective’’ to dedicate, risk,
or sacrifice one’s life for his neighbors’ or
descendants’ benefit!

On the other hand, every tyrant, every
true enemy of civilization whom heroes have
fought, has had no trouble enlisting the
services of great numbers of ‘‘objective’’
scientists and schemers. The medical exper-
iments in Nazi prison camps were certainly
objective. (‘“Too much so!’’ the nonscienti-
fic observer might comment.) And Machia-
velli and his Borgias came aboui as close
to being purely rational as one can be.

Of Machiavelli, H. G. Wells said, ‘‘His
ruling thought, his great contribution to po-
litical literature, was that the moral obliga-
tions upon ordinary men cannot bind
princes.’’ Right there in Machiavelli’s foot-
steps, Douglas, in demurring to futurists’
talk of humanizing science, seems actually
to be asserting, ‘‘Moral obligations upon
ordinary men cannot bind scientists!”” Well,
if they cannot, then the fate of civilization
is already sealed. For all of us, as many
futurists are trying to point out, and as a
‘‘progress’’-oriented reading of history
may fail to reveal, are increasingly at the
mercy of the scientists.

Warner Clements
Beverly Hills, Calif.

Concerning Hazel Henderson’s view of
modern science as over-rationalistic, she is
three-quarters of a century behind. Since
relativity, it has been plain to the science
community that there will always be a de-
gree of uncertainty in anyone’s model of
reality; rational absolutes are out. It is true
that specialists have failed to solve the
problems facing the world. However, the
‘‘people’” will not be able to solve them
either, because there are no absolute solu-
tions, only measures which will allow a
majority to survive amidst the problems.
And it is the ‘‘people,’’ not the specialists,
who have delayed even partial solutions
from taking effect.

People will never vote to discipline them-
selves in the use of resources. Only a dicta-
torship of futurists will be able to forcibly
maintain the required balance between con-
sumption and supply to keep mankind from
devouring itself. The ‘‘political action net-
work’’ idea is futile, and, 1 believe, only
a token gesture to the masses to win their
initial support for futurists’ ideas.

Stephen E. Schlarb
Hobbs, New Mexico

(An unsolicited and somewhat tangential
comment: Science deserves careful, critical
scrutiny, like all institutions and activities.
But much of the anti-science rhetoric tossed
about so easily these days seems to be based
on a total misunderstanding of what science
is and isn’t. It is the antithesis of dogma.
On this subject I highly recommend Ch. 11,
““Knowledge or Certainty,’’ of Jacob Bron-
owski’s The Ascent of Man.—Ed.)

Women and crime
In reference to Rita James Simon’s opin-
ion of future participation in crime by
women (SN: 6/14/75, p. 384) I find her
conclusions a bit naive. She believes that
violent crime acts by women arise from their
frustrations of being treated as second-class
citizens. As women take their places next
to men in the working world, white collar
offenses, not violent crimes, will increase,
according to Simon. What she fails to take
into account is that women presently are still
struggling for equality and still tend to live
out their aggressions through their husbands,
lovers, and families. When they achieve
equality, their reasons for aggressions will
not be over; women will begin to learn to
express their aggressive drives themselves.
They will share the heartaches and disap-
pointments men now have and may well take

part in violent crimes.
Anne Wolfe
Midland, Miss.

Praise on plasmids
A note to mention my delight with Janet
Weinberg’s first-rate article on plasmids
(SN: 6/21/75, p. 404). It is always a pleas-
ure to read an article by someone who is
afraid neither of whimsy nor serious exposi-

tion.

Fred Hapgood
Harvard University
Cambridge, Mass.
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