STARS OF OCTOBER

AURIGA

BY JAMES STOKLEY

October nights will bring an unusual
display of the five naked-eye planets.
Jupiter will be visible early in the evening,
shining brilliantly in the south in the con-
stellation Pisces. Red Mars will follow
later, and soon after midnight Saturn will
rise in the east. By 4 a.m. the appearance
of Venus will make it a foursome.

During the last week of the month
Mercury will appear low in the east, with
the coming of dawn. Then, if it’s clear,
you’ll see all five planets lined up in a
procession across the sky.

Jupiter, in the west, will lead the
parade. Then will come Mars, a conspic-
uous red object in Gemini. That’s fol-

lowed by Saturn, less than half as bright.
Venus, next in line and brightest of all,
will be of dazzling brilliance in the east.

Mercury will be about as bright as Mars
on the morning of Oct. 24, when it’s
farthest west of the sun and rises earliest.
In the next few days it will become even
brighter. At the same time, however, it
will move back toward the sun, thus rising
later each morning. By the month’s end
it will be gone.

Jupiter, on Oct. 13, will be at opposi-
tion, when it’s directly opposite the sun
(and nearest earth). Thus, it will rise in
the east as the sun sets in the west, re-
maining visible until it sets at sunrise. In
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brightness (—2.5 on the astronomer’s
magnitude scale) it will be second only
to Venus and far brighter than any star
you’ll see nearby. Jupiter is prominent
whenever it’s at opposition, although its
brilliance varies with changes in its dis-
tance from the sun.

On Aug. 12 it was closest to the sun
in its 12-year circuit around that body—
only 460 million miles away. At opposi-
tion, on Oct. 13, it will be very close to
earth, at a distance of 368 million miles.
At the other extreme was the opposition
of 1969 when it was some 50 million
miles farther from the sun and about two
thirds as bright as it is now. O
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Gas chromatography kit is intended as a
teaching and demonstration device for school
use, and is available in unassembled or as-
sembled form, both capable of results claimed
to be “well beyond the requirements of the
classroom.”

Scientific Gas Products, Inc.
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pH meter family offers standard, expanded-
scale and digital versions with accuracies as
fine as 0.01 pH. as well as Redox, specific-ion,
potentiometric and millivolt-measurement ca-
pabilities.
Edco Scientific, Inc.
Circle No. 134 on Reader Service Card
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Automatic water-pollutant samplers meet
EPA regulations and are available in more than
30 different models including portable, com-
posite, multiple-bottle, proportional and explo-
sion-proof types with variable sample sizes
and rates.

Sigmamotor, Inc.
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Probability plotters will be interested in a
catalog of probability-grid graph papers de-
signed to reduce computation and to ease
visualization of statistical relationships. In-
cluded are such types as chi-square/gamma,
extreme-value and Weibull probability p?%ei‘rz’i
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Biology study modules for classroom or
working laboratory include slides or filmstrips
coordinated with an audio cassette and
printed study guide on such subjects as molar
solutions, metric measurement and various
types of chromatography.

Communications Skills Corp.
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Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
Science News. STOR

Modular microscope offers condenser illu-
mination, four-lens turret and a variety of
components and accessories for clinical and
educational use.
Uchida of America Corp.
Circle No. 137 on Reader Service Card
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Here is a clear simply writ-
ten basic guide to logical
thinking, showing how tc spot
the fallacies, the prejudices
and emotxonahsm the ina
propriate analogles etc.,
the other fellow’s argument
and how to watch for and
avoid the irrational in your
own judgments. The author
makes }:lam not only how but
also why people resist facing
the truth.
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