STARS OF FEBRUARY

BY JAMES STOKLEY

Although the three brilliant planets that
shone in the evening skies of recent
months have faded a little, they still con-
tinue to be prominent.

Jupiter, which is in the west in Pisces,
is brightest so it’s easy to locate. Look
for it early in the evening, for it sets
around 10 p.m. local standard time at the
beginning of the month. At the end it sets
two hours earlier.

Mars, high in the west in Taurus, is
less than a fifth as bright and its red color
helps you to identify it. Saturn, a little
fainter than Mars, stands high in the east-

ern sky. During the month its slow west-
ward motion takes it across the border of
Cancer into the next and more prominent
constellation of Gemini.

As it passes among the bright planets
and stars, the moon will add to February’s
sky display. On the evening of Feb. 5,
a thick crescent, it passes about eight
times its own diameter to the north of
Jupiter. On Feb. 9 it will be approaching
Mars, passing that planet the following
morning, while below our horizon. Dur-
ing daylight hours on Feb. 13, two days
before it’s full, the moon passes south of
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Saturn, but that evening they’ll be close.

Full moon comes on the rare date of
Feb. 29, which occurs only once in four
years, during a leap year. This happens
when the year number divides by four
without leaving a remainder.

During February, about an hour and a
half before sunrise, Venus appears in the
east. It will be easily visible in the glow
of dawn because it’s so brilliant—about
four and a third times as bright as Jupiter.
As the waning crescent moon passes
Venus on Feb. 27 they will be a striking
sight. d
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Metrics by TV is the goal of three series of
educational video tapes on the metric system:
one for secretaries and clerks with no metric
experience, another for machine and metal-
shop operators who will be using metric tools
and a third for electrical engineers and tech-
nical writers with some metric familiarity.
Hewlett-Packard Co.
Circle No. 128 on Reader Service Card

Classroom laser for teaching optics provides
alow-power, 632.8-nm beam with typical laser
tube life of 10,000 hours and requiring no
adjustment, and is available with a prepared
kit of high school optics experiments.
Bausch & Lomb
Circle No. 129 on Reader Service Card

Diverse equipment from caiculators to ion
exchangers is included in a catalogue that
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also ranges through thermistors, magnetic
stirrers, drawer dividers, ultrasonic cleaners,
etc.
Cole-Parmer Instrument Co.
Circle 130 on Reader Service Card

Reference standards for a variety of materi-
als such as pesticides, food additives, ketones
and hydrocarbons are described in a cata-
logue that also includes laboratory equipment.
PolyScience Corp.

Circle No. 131 on Reader Service Card

Laboratory equipment catalogue includes a
variety of apparatus for such tasks as freeze-
drying, spectrofluorometry, weighing and haz-

ard control. o
SGA Scientific Inc.
Circle 49 on Reader Service Card

Microscope slides and cover glasses are
described in a brochure covering a variety of
specifications including an economy line
available with frosted ends or one frosted side.

VWR Scientific

Circle No. 132 on Reader Service Card

Transformers for constant-voltage and cur-
rent-limiting circuits are available in power
options from 50 VA miniatures up to 5KVA
industrial units, for applications such as
vapor-lamp ballast, marine electronic equip-
ment and computer power supplies.

Magnetic Devices, Inc.

Circle 50 on Reader Service Card

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to [P

Recorder pens for chart data recorders will
write up to 12,000 inches with as little as 0.2
grams pen pressure and ogerate in tempera-
tures from —5°F to +140°F.

Graphic Controls Corp.

Circle No. 51 on Reader Service Card

The ocean environment is the bailiwick of
a catalogue listing a variety of equipment such
as water-quality instrumentation, current
meters, wave and tide gauges, acoustic and
sonar systems, buoys and other gears.
InterOcean Systems
Circle No. 52 on Reader Service Card

Miniature fraction collector for lab use offers
160 collection cavities, autoclavable po-
lypropylene parts and gear drive for collection
rates ranging from 1.2 to 30 minutes.
EDCO Scientific, Inc.

Circle No. 53 on Reader Service Card

Speech synthesis with the aid of a formant
generator Is the subject of one in a series of
science kits that also includes such topics as
the chemical structure of solar cells and the
effect of crystals on polarized light.
) Comspace Corp.
Circle No. 134 on Reader Service Card
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