STARS OF MAY

CELESTIAL TIME TABLE Capella
Polaris
. MINOR AURIGA
+ HERCULES .+ .
May 5 10:00 am EDT Moon passes south of Mars URSA GEMINI
4:00 pm Moon passes south of Saturn OPHIUCHUS * * Castor °
7 117 am Moon In first quarter . . MAJOR s  Pollux ﬁ
11 10:00 am Venus passes south of Jupiter g U
10:00 pm Mars passes north of Saturn BOOTES Mars@gCANIS MINOR 2
12 1:00 pm Moo.? nearest, distance 223,200 Arcturus  LEO saturn @ procyon
miles . .
13 4:04 pm Full moon; small partial eclipse SERPENS Regulus :
visible in Australia, Asia and
Europe °
20 8:00 am Mercury between earth and sun
5:22 pm Moon in last quarter
24  8:00 pm Moo.? farthest, distance 252,000
miles
26 midnight Moon passes Jupiter
28 9:47 pm New Moon

BY JAMES STOKLEY

Low in the western sky on May eve-
nings, you’ll be able to see the constella-
tion Gemini with its two brightest stars,
Pollux and Castor. Pollux, the brighter,
is to the left. And if you follow a straight
line through them farther to the left, you’ll
come to Saturn, the principal planet of the
May evening sky. In the constellation
Cancer, it’s about as brilliant as one of
the bright stars.

About a third as bright and a little
higher stands Mars, now moving eastward
through this part of the sky. On Tuesday,
May 11, at 10 p.m. EDT, it will pass
directly north of Saturn by a distance more
than twice the apparent diameter of the
full Moon. The moon itself, as a wide

crescent, will pass Mars and then Saturn
during daylight hours on May 5 so that
by evening the three bodies will be close
together.

Perhaps, in the first few days of May,
you will also be able to see Mercury as
the sky darkens at dusk. It will be lower
than Mars or Saturn and farther north and
will set on May 6 an hour and a half after
the sun. Moving toward the sun and
steadily dimming, it will fade from view
well before it passes between sun and
earth on the 20th.

The brightest star of May evenings,
more brilliant than any of the planets
mentioned, is Arcturus, high in the south-
east in Bodtes. Low in the northeast stands
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Lyra, with Vega. Below it is Cygnus,
whose brightest star is Deneb. It is quite
near the horizon in mid-evening, how-
ever, and atmospheric absorption dims it
considerably.

Jupiter, by the end of May, will rise
about an hour and a half before the sun.
If conditions are favorable, you’ll be able
to see it low in the east at dawn.

About midnight, EDT, on May 26, as
viewed from locations in Europe and
Asia, there will be an occultation of
Jupiter as the moon passes in front of the
planet. They will still be close when they
rise in the U.S. and Canada. The moon
will be a narrow crescent, less than two
days before it is new. O
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PRODUCTS are selected and listed as an editorial
service. The claims are the manufacturers’. For fur-
ther information circle the appropriate number on the
postpaid, self-addressed Reader Service Card in the
center of this issue.

Scientific calculator offers 17 advanced
functions and four-key independent memory
system for about $40.

Casio, Inc.

Circle 133 on Reader Service Card

Digital coulometer for electrochemical in-
vestigations offers 0.1-percent accuracy, out-
put terminals for printout or for polarity-rever-
sal experiments, 2-milliamp- to 2-amp ranges
and 100,000-coulomb (27.78 amp-hour) ca-
pacity.

Koslow Scientific Co.

Circle 129 on Reader Service Card
Multi-demonstrator can be used in lab dem-
onstrations of a variety of scientific phenom-

270

ena, including Boyle’s and Charles’s Laws,
cloud formation, hydrostatic principles and
other chemical, biological, geological and
ecological effects. Basis of the unit is a 5.9-
liter, pressure-metered, graduated flask.
Sci-Mat Co.

Circle 128 on Reader Service Card

Chemical oxygen-demand testing is the
subject of a brochure that describes a method
using a dry-bath heater and screw-cap culture
tubes, without the need for reflux condensers
and hot-plates.

Hach Chemical Co.

Circle No. 134 on Reader Service Card

Battery protector activates a relay to prevent
either overcharging or unwanted draining, with
presettable values and rapid transient sup-
pression.

Mag-Con, Inc.

Circle No. 130 on Reader Service Card

Digital tachometer-normalizing counter
can monitor flow rates, draw, RPM, ratio, totals,
speeds and other quantities, and can offer
normalized output either by reporting the
number of counts per preset unit of time or
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by “pre-scaling” to indicate, for example,
every 12th count.
Durgin and Browne, Inc.

Circle 127 on Reader Service Card

Rotary card organizer holds up to 2,800
cards for keeping track of process flow, in-
ventory, schedulin%,‘ etc.

ethods Research Corp.

Circle No. 131 on Reader Service Card

Micro-fractionator is smalil (11.5" x 6" x 13.5")
and lightweight, holding 80 glass test tubes
with both drop-counting and time-actuated
fraction collection.

Gilson Medical Electronics, Inc.

Circle No. 49 on Reader Service Card

Microwave hazard meter measures poten-
tially dangerous electromagnetic radiation in
a frequency range of from 0.01 to 18 GHz,
and comes with low- and high-frequency
probes calibrated—as is the meter itself—to
+0.5-dB accuracy at 2450 MHz.

General Microwave Corp.

Circle No. 50 on Reader Service Card
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