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Independent inventors arise
In his article on the decline of inde-
pendent inventors (SN: 7/24/76, p. 60), Mr.
Douglas failed to emphasize the importance
of the decline in the availability of high-risk
venture capital, although his success-failure
statistics do make clear that that is the kind
of capital required to finance new inventions.
High-risk venture capital is the first to
disappear when there is a capital shortage,
as we have today. This shortage in turn can
be traced to our spendthrift politicians and

monopoly labor unions.

M. F. Thomas
Pacific Palisades, Calif.

Your article relating to patenting and
independent inventors is accurate and fac-
tual, except for the implicit assumptions that
the difficulties encountered by the inde-
pendent inventor and by the small businesses
which own patents can be remedied by gov-
ernment bureaus and foundations. The only
real remedy would be (1) a recognition by
our legislators that patents are much more
important to small business than to big busi-
ness, and that they greatly help to launch
new enterprises and increase employment
and (2) a recognition by the courts that
human beings engaged in research, devel-
opment and the design and creation of new
products and materials are not all geniuses,
that most worthwhile improvements are
made in relatively small steps, and that many
patents which have been invalidated by the
courts on account of ‘‘obviousness’’ should
not have been so struck down, because the
test as to what would be ‘‘obvious to a
person of ordinary skill in the art’’ has been
unrealistically applied.

John C. L. Cowen
Birmingham, Mich.

We’ve read the article on inventors and
agree that this vanishing breed needs better
nurturing. Without wanting to open the
floodgates to more work than we can handle,
we make the following offer: We will re-
spond in writing to any inventor who writes
us inquiring about the marketability, and
marketing approaches indicated, relating to
his or her idea. Our response will reflect our
large data base of consumer research data,
and century of market research experience
within our network. We will undertake this
as an appropriate adjunct to our current
non-profit activities in helping to redirect
American Business toward delivering more

enduring value(s). Obviously, we will hold
all such inquiries in the strictest confidence.
Bill Harvey

President

Ourobourus Institute, Inc.

Moonhaw Road

West Shokan, N.Y. 12494

DNA engineering: Both sides

In reading the article ‘‘Recombinant DNA
and the Cambridge City Council”® (SN:
7/17/76, p. 36), I wondered if others along
with me felt it contained elements departing
from your usual objectivity in reporting
science news. For example, do some scien-
tists and laymen deserve to be tagged as
“‘radical’’ because they are acutely aware of
the potential hazards in gene transplant
technology, and voice their concerns in a
forceful manner? And should Mayor Vel-
lucci of Cambridge be taxed with “‘sniping’’
and being ‘‘a favorite of blue-collar
workers’’ in connection with his attempts to
delay all recombinant DNA experimentation
in his city?

If there may be a serious public health
hazard in such experiments, as believed by
members of Science for the People and other
objectors, should they not be commended,
or at least be given a respectful hearing,
instead of being denigrated or ridiculed, for
their call for caution?

Edward Leavitt
Los Angeles, Calif.

If in fact recombinant DNA experiments
present a real hazard, to argue that Cam-
bridge’s ban is foolish (SN: 7/17/76, p. 36)
because universities in Boston can proceed
with them, is like arguing that the United
States shouldn’t ban airline hijackings be-
cause there is as yet no universal interna-
tional agreement on them.

Keith Nealy
San Francisco, Calif.

Viking Photos of Mars

Many readers have written asking where
they might obtain prints of the Viking pho-
tographs of Mars. NAsA refers you to: Bara
Photographics, P.O. Box 486, Bladensburg,
Md. 20710. Telephone (301) 322-7900.
Bara asks that you order by number (if you
know it) or send in a clipping showing a
published version of the photo to identify
it. Prices for prints are $1.75 for an 8x10
B&W, $5 for 8x10 color and $6 for a
negative. Transparencies (B&W or color)
are available for $3.50 for the first slide, 33¢
for each additional slide up to 10. All above
10, the price is reduced according to quantity
desired. Most, but not all, of the Viking pho-
tos you see published are available.—Ed.
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