SCIENCE NEWS®

A Science Service Publication
Vol. 111/January 8, 1977/No. 2
Incorporating Science News Letter

OF THE WEEK

Crack in the QED 20
Quake-prediction hazards 20
Seeing cells go cancerous 21
Carter team fills more jobs 21
Antimalnutrition program proposal 22
Japanese breeder reactor 22
Crop gains energy-limited 23
Names create biases 23
Carcinogenic flame retardants 23
RESEARCH NOTES

Natural Sciences 28
Biomedicine 28
Behavior 30
Physical Sciences 30
ARTICLES

A look at aging 25
Vortex wind energy 31
DEPARTMENTS

Books 18
Letters 19

COVER: Researchers at the new National Institute
of Aging are not looking for ways to extend our lives
indefinitely, but their clinical, hormonal, immunologi-
cal and cellular research efforts aim toward helping
us all reach a healthier old age. See p. 26. (lllustra-
tion: Dale Appleman)

Publisher
Editor
Senior Editor and
Physical Sciences Dietrick E. Thomsen
Senior Editor and
Behavioral Sciences Robert J. Trotter
Biomedical Sciences Joan Arehart-Treichel
Life Sciences Julie Ann Miller
Science and Society John H. Douglas
Space Sciences Jonathan Eberhart
Contributing Editors:

E. G. Sherburne Jr.
Kendrick Frazier

Biology Janet L. Hopson

Mathematics Lynn Arthur Steen
Copy Editor Michelle Galler Riegel
Art Director Dale Appleman
Assistant to the Editor Evelyn Harris
Books Margit Friedrich
Business Manager Donald Harless
Advertising Scherago Associates, Inc.

11 W. 42nd St., New York, N.Y. 10036
Fred W. Dieffenbach, Sales Director

Copyright © 1977 by Science Service, Inc., 1719
N St, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. Republication
of any portion of SCIENCE NEWS is prohibited.

Editorial and Business Offices
1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Subscription Department
231 West Center Street
Marion, Ohio 43302

Subscription rate: 1 yr.,, $12.50; 2 yrs,, $22; 3 yrs,,
$30. (Add $2 a year for Canada and Mexico, $3 for
all other countries.) Change of address: Four to six
weeks’ notice is required. Please state exactly how
magazine is to be addressed. Include zip code.

Printed in US.A. Second class postage paid at
Washington, D.C. Title registered as trademark U.S.
and Canadian Patent Offices.

Published evelz Saturday by SCIENCE SERVICE,
Inc, 1719 N St, NW. Washington, D.C. 20036.
(202-785-2255)TWX 710-822-9433 SCIEN NEWS.

JANUARY 8, 1977

Flattening the Jupiter effect

A recent development in the continuing
search for ‘‘signs of pending doom’’ needs
to come to the attention of all persons asso-
ciated with the delivery of astronomical
news to the general public.

John E. Gribbin and Stephen Plagemann
have removed from their book, The Jupiter
Effect, the statement that is the leading idea
of their scenario (SN: 9/28/74, p. 197).

They apparently discovered that their edi-
torial license expired as a result of their hand
waving into being ‘‘a line of planets on the
same side of the sun’’ (p. 127, 1st edition).
Their change of position perhaps results
from the fact that anyone can request from
the U.S. Naval Observatory the heliocentric
longitudes of the planets during the con-
junctions of Mercury in 1982. By no stretch
of the imagination does the data permit the
use of such a line.

The first edition states ‘“. . . and a super-
conjunction with all nine planets in line on
the same side of the sun.”” The second
edition (76) has completely removed that
statement and replaced it with a vague re-
mark about ‘“. . . the greatest number of
conjunctions occurring between 1982 and
1984’ (p. 128, 2nd edition).

I strongly urge all responsible astronomy
lecturers/professors/interpreters/teachers to
avail themselves of opportunities to alert the
public to the editorial sleight of hand which
has occurred.

Now that Gribbin and Plagemann have
abandoned the concept graphically depicted
in the cover illustration of their book, the
man on the street must be apprised of that
change. The whole book falls flat.

Robert G. Anderson

Astronomy Instructor/Planetarium Manager
M:. Hood Community College

Gresham, Ore.

Questioning contact with LGM’s

There is one paragraph in your recent
article ‘‘Looking for Lgm’s”” (SN: 11/20/76,
p- 332) that I think deserves more attention
than it is usually given.

We may all agree that radio messages
travel quite slow and that advanced civili-
zations therefore most likely will have de-
veloped ‘‘something better’’ as a means of
communications. But what makes us
humans always feel so sure that these civili-
zations cannot wait in hopes of contacting
backward civilizations like ours—and for
didactic or altruistic purposes no less?

Didactic purposes? Their own possibly—
but what makes us think that ‘‘they’’ would
behave toward us any different than we do
in our contact with our nearest ‘‘backward’’
relatives the apes and monkeys? Particu-
larly considering that most likely we stand
“‘closer’’ to those than any old extraterres-
trial civilization stands to us.

What makes us think that any altruism on
the ‘‘advanced side’’ (even considering they
would be more generous than we ourselves
usually are in this respect) could benefit us
any more than our altruism can benefit our
hairy relatives? Anybody ever tried to recite
Shakespeare or calculus to them?

Personally I think that just so much as
apes may have to evolve to ‘‘speech,’” will
we have to advance to ‘‘the something bet-
ter’’ in order to be considered any more
interesting than to be studied or dissected
let alone communicated with.

Henri Del.ange
Seattle, Wash.

Be prepared

Thank you for printing the letter of John
Van Devender (Dec. 4) regarding the Soviet
Foxbat. In a few brief paragraphs, Mr. Van
Devender has captured the essence of our
defense problem. The only thing that [ might
add is that during our lifetime, the Soviets
have never wavered from their objective of
achieving total military superiority.

Some good advice for us is the maxim
by the Roman writer Vegetius. ‘‘He who
desires peace should prepare for war.”” It
sounds harsh but that is the policy that
allowed the Romans to hold their civilization
together for several centuries.

H. Ray Lahr
Malibu, Calif.

Thunder and eggs
In sharing your article ‘‘Clicks hasten
quail egg hatching’” (SN: 12/4/76, p. 359)
with my mother, she told me that she knew
the sound of severe thunderstorms could
prevent fertile eggs from hatching.
‘‘Farmers have known that for years,”’
she added. I’ve personally seen such eggs
fail to hatch after a loud thunderstorm. Upon
breaking the eggs open after their gestation
period, they were found to show normal
development up until the time of the storm.
Perhaps the loud sounds of thunder inter-
feres with the embryo’s ability to hear the
other eggs’ clicking and so affects their rate
of development.
Alfred Fant Jr.
Austin, Tex.

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

SCIENCE SERVICE

Institution for the public understanding of science founded 1921; a nonprofit corporation

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
SCIENCE: Deborah P. Wolfe, Queens College of City University of New York; Bowen C. Dees, The Franklin
Institute; Athelstan Spilhaus, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Nominated by the NA-
TIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES: Gerald F. Tape, Associated Universities; Allen V. Astin, Bethesda,

Md.; Glenn T. Seabor% (President), University of California, Berkeley. Nominated b
erald Holton, Harvard University; Joseph W. Berg Jr., National Research Council;

RESEARCH COUNCIL:

the NATIONAL

Aaron Rosenthal, National Academy of Sciences. Nominated by the JOURNALISTIC PROFESSION:
Edward Bliss Jr., American University; Julius Duscha, Washington Journalism Center; O. W. Riegel
(Secretary), Washington and Lee University. Nominated by E. W. Scripps Trust: Milton Harris (Treasurer),
Washington, D.C.; Edward W. Scripps Il (Vice President and Chairman of the Executive Committee), Edward

W. Scripps Trust; John Troan, Pittsburgh Press.

Director: E. G. Sherburne Jr.; Assistant Director: Dorothy Schriver; Business Manager: Donald R. Harless;

Things of Science: Ruby Yoshioka.

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to |} )2
Science News. NINOJS ®

19

www_jstor.org



