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Discovering creativity

The article by John H. Douglas ‘‘Discov-
ering Creativity’’ (SN: 4/23/76, p. 268) will
undoubtedly bring an avalanche of mail so
I want to reply immediately, hoping to stay
ahead of that onslaught of reactions.

Two statements specifically prompt my
reply—one says ‘‘creative abilities mastered
in one field probably are not much help in
preparing one to be creative in another
field.”” The other is ‘‘they find only specific
sets of creative abilities for each task, not
generalized problem-solving skills.”’

These statements need to be challenged
or tested by more survey data. Observing
the most contributing members of society I
find that those who are creative in one area
are often (but not always) creative in other
areas. Some persons approach all challenges
of life with creativity, looking for new ways
to do things, better ideas, more stimulaing
programs and innovative approaches. They
are modern-day Leonardo da Vincis. When
someone chooses to concentrate creativity in
one area only, then only that area will evi-
dence the creativity. (Using your words—
only that ‘‘set of creative abilities is used’’
when other ‘‘sets’’ are available.)

Is it not possible that an intelligent person
might use convergent thinking by choice for
tasks not challenging—and divergent, cre-

ative thinking for tasks more intriguing? -

Isn’t it an open choice for those capable?

Ellen Brashares

Plymouth, Ind.
(In response to reader requests, we have
compiled a bibliography of books and re-
ports on which the series of creativity ar-
ticles was based. To receive a copy, please
send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to:
Creativity Bibliography, SCIENCE NEWws,
1719 N St., N.W., Washington, D.C.,
20036.—Ed.)

‘Childfree’ semantics

Concerning your article, ‘‘Avant-garde
Parents: ‘Traditional’ Infants’’ (SN:
4/23/77, p. 262), 1 would like to call your
attention to the word ‘‘childless.”” Like
‘“‘penniless’> and ‘‘homeless,”’ the term
‘“‘childless’’ carries the implication that an
adult who is ‘‘less’’ something is lacking,
deprived, unfortunate. The vast majority of
adults who have chosen a lifestyle free of
children certainly do not feel this way.

Might I suggest that you substitute the

word ‘‘childfree’’? Young adults today are
constantly subject to a barrage of subtle
pro-natalist influences, and parenthood, after
all, should be a responsible choice and not
the mindless fulfillment of an obligation, as
is so often implied.
Linda Drain Underhill
Clifton, Colo.
(The writer adds that she is ‘‘a mother, by
the way, by choice.”’—Ed.)

BART’s energy efficiency

The report that BART and other rail rapid
transit systems may waste energy (SN:
2/12/77, p. 106) is based on the questionable
conclusions of a study by Charles Lave
which was summarized in SCIENCE, Feb. 11.
Bruce Hannon, in the same SCIENCE issue,
characterizes Lave’s thesis as inappropriate
and his conclusions unwarranted. We have
refuted Lave’s work in a discussion paper
presented for publication to the Trans-
portation Research Board. Our major con-
clusions are the following:

1. BART is now two-and-a-half times
more energy efficient per passenger mile of
travel than the average urban automobile;
during peak periods, for peak direction trips,
BART is eight times more efficient than auto-
mobiles. Even if the fuel efflciency of the
average automobile on the highways is in-
creased to the level recently recommended
by the Secretary of Transportation, BART’S
energy requirement for each passenger mile
of travel will be 40-45 percent less than that
of automobiles.

2. The energy cost of constructing a
highway alternative to BART is almost twice
that of the energy required for building
BART. When the energy cost of building
auxiliary facilities such as parking structures
is added to the cost of the highway alterna-
tive, BART’S energy construction costs are
less than half those which would be incurred
in building the alternative. Therefore, BART
has provided the bay area a considerable
energy savings.

Controversial studies such as those by
Lave receive considerable publicity. How-
ever, because of its serious implications for
public policy, this research deserves careful
scrutiny. Hannon stated in reference to the
Lave article, ‘‘Controversial ideas must
meet the highest possible standards’’
(SciENCE, Feb. 11). Unfortunately, Lave’s
calculations do not meet such standards and
his conclusions are unwarranted.

Miriam Hawley

Research Analyst

Thaddeus Usowicz

Planning Engineer

Bay Area Rapid Transit District
Oakland, Calif.
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