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Metric a ‘rip-off?

The metric system’s imposition upon the
United States must rank as one of the greatest
“rip-offs”” of all time. When a 20th century
version of Extraordinary Popular Delusions and
the Madness of Crowds is written, this idiocy
will rate a chapter. Every single claim made for
the metric system is either a misrepresenta-
tion, an over generalization, non sequitur or
bald-faced lie.

I have some credentials for these remarks. 1
was the author of Fundamentals of Dimension
Metrology which at the time of publication
(1963) had perhaps the most complete dis-
cussion then in print. I was certainly not anti-
metric. [ was on the B80 Committee that es-
tablished our decimal-inch standards. I am at
present retained by the National Bureau of
Standards, albeit in a different area.

It will be interesting to see the effect of your
article. In spite of the science orientation of
ScieNcE NEWws I expect that many will share
my views.

T.N. Busch

Vice President Sales

Caswell Equipment Co., Inc.
Minneapolis, Minn.

After reading your article **U.S. Metric Con-
version: Rough Road Ahead™ (SN: 7/16/77,
p. 42), I had to write and commend you.
Through this article and your publication’s
continued use of ‘‘metrics,’ | believe you
have made a valuable contribution to the con-
version effort. You have given us all a re-
minder that conversion depends on each of
us, not big business and the government, to
help the U.S. conversion go smoothly.
Keep up the good work!
Doug Brenner
Jesup, lowa

Be careful on conclusions

In behavior: **Children and a Sense of
Justice” (SN: 6/18/77, p. 392), Linda Siegel’s
conclusions regarding her study of U.S. 4th to
12th graders are not the only possible conclu-
sions that can be drawn from the results of
that study. In fact, her conclusions may not
even be among the more reasonable.

First, the finding that fewer 7th to 9th gra-
ders and fewer still 10th to 12th graders chose
punishment over a fair trial, to the question

““How should the killer be treated?’’ than did
4th to 6th graders may not be due to a ...
“development of the understanding of the
law ... " nor necessarily have anything to do
with ... “the growth of the child’s ability to
form abstractions about the political process,”
as Siegel concludes. These same results could
as well, or even more so, be due to the older
children having been more successfully condi-
tioned to provide the ‘‘right’” answer to this
particular loaded question. We are, after all, a
society that places a tremendous amount of
emphasis on the “‘correctness’ of providing
an accused with a fair trial. This age group
response, then, could simply be a reflection of
long term social conditioning.

Second, the finding that the younger
children attributed the assassination of King
to a personal motive while the older children
attributed it to a cause or conspiracy should
not necessarily lead to the single conclusion
that older children have a more developed . ..
‘‘depersonalization of events and motives
represent [ing] a growth of the child’s ability to
form abstractions about the political process.”
These same results could as well, or even
more so, be due to the younger children being
relatively ignorant of the King case, with all its
findings and allegations, than could be the
older children. Older children could be ex-
pected to list a cause, or conspiracy as signifi-
cant answers simply by way of their increased
exposure to this particularly well-publicized
incident.

It would appear that Siegel’s conclusions
about her findings were made at the expense
of a reasonable analysis of other obvious
possibilities. In addition, one is forced to ask
which political system her conclusions refer
to.

Roger D. Rushton
Coos Bay, Ore.

Corrections:

® [n the biomedicine note “A new class of
neurotransmitters?”’ (July 23), we mistakenly
said that most nerves in the cerebral cortex, brain-
stem, caudate nucleus and thalamus were not in-
hibited by the enkephalin and endorphin proteins.
In fact, they were inhibited, in contrast to the pro-
teins’ excitatory effect on the hippocampus.

® [n “‘Flying Through the Cosmos’’ (July 16),
if 'we are moving with reference to the microwave
background and look forward in the direction of
motion, we should see the background as blue-
shifted (not redshifted).
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