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Male cycles keyed to mate’s?

Alice J. Dan should have included some
males who live alone as well as some males
who live with other males in her study of male
cycles (SN: 7/23/77, p. 58). This is particularly
important in the light of Michael J. Russell's
study indicating that olfactory signals tend to
synchronize the cycles of women who live
together (SN: 7/2/77, p. 5).

Since Dan’s study group consisted entirely
of men who live with women, olfactory signals
from the women may have affected the men.
So, her study can only suggest that married
men may undergo monthly cycles.

K.R. Mullin
Harboro, Pa.

In defense of Jensen

I assume you published Sadu Sadanand’s
diatribe (Letters, July 23) on the assumption
that his antiscience jargon would expose itself
for what it was. This was certainly successful,
but there was an additional point raised that
deserves mention.

Sadanand says that Arthur Jensen's theses
are based exclusively on Cyril Burt’s studies.
This is an impression that the press, with its
usual selective courageousness, has allowed to
go unchallenged and unresearched. In fact,
the best of many studies supporting heredity
over environment was that of the
Medicogenetical Institute of Moscow, which
placed a thousand sets of identical twins into
selected environments while in their infancy, a
decade before the 1934 testing. The result
was, as usual, wildly pro-heredity. Stalin—who
would have loved Science for the People—
promptly abolished the Institute. The In-
stitute’s director **confessed his ideological
error and was shot.”” (Garrett Hardin, Nature
And Man'’s Fate)

The example of the Medicogenetical In-
stitute illustrates two points. First, there is
much evidence besides Burt’s to base
Jensen’s conclusions on, even if the flimsy at-
tack on him were more substantial in content.
Equally important, it demonstrates that the
threat to free inquiry comes from the left
rather than from the right. This is a fact that
the scientific community seldom considers,
even at the cost of leaving many of its most
tragic martyrs unmourned.

Robert W. Whitaker
Washington, D.C'.

While Sadu Sadanand’s Ictier expresses his
concern for the plight of blacks and other dis-

advantaged minorities in the United States to-
day and his outrage at Arthur Jensen's re-
search into the factors which determine IQ, it
would be counterproductive to his cause and
the scientific tradition for the AAAS to recon-
sider its nomination of Jensen as a fellow as
he suggests. Nomination to the AAAs is based
on legitimate and significant scientific research
and not on the popularity of the theory or
results. Correctness of the theory is not even
that important a factor since scientific **proof™
sometimes takes decades o achieve.
Donald H. Gudehus
Hawthorne, Calif.

Lot of nothing

Whether product, power plant, President,
or whatever, if you compare something with
nothing, and consider only the possible future
harmful effects, then nothing is going to win,
hands down, nearly every time. However,
nearly every time, the proper comparison is
not with nothing, but with something else. In
the case of saccharin (SN: 7/2/77, p. 13), the
proper comparison would have been with
other sweeteners. What happens to rats that
are force fed massive amounts of honey, ma-

ple syrup or pure cane sugar?
John O'Brien
Washington, Pa.

Russian study
The claim that mean annual daily radiation
values for the upper atmospheric boundary of
the various planets had never been published
prior to the work of J.S. Levine, D.R.
Kraemer and W.R. Kuhn (SN: 6/11/77, p.
380) is not true. A study quite similar to theirs
was published in a Russian journal in 1975 by
the famous atmospheric scientist A.S. Morin:
**Upper-boundary Isolation of the Atmo-
spheres of the Planets of the Solar System™
1ZVESTIYA, ATMOSPHERIC AND OCEANIC
PHysics u (9:883, 1975). English translation
published in 1976 by the American Geophysi-
cal Union and the American Metcorological
Society. So it seems for once that the Russians
have indeed beaten us to the punch, albeit a
relatively insignificant one.
Peter J. Havanac
Major, USAF
Fort Collins, Colo.

Loren Eiseley

Loren Eiseley, a poet of the mind, of histo-
ry, of science, of conjecture, of symbolism. A
gentle, perceptive poet.

Thank you for your kind eulogy (SN:
7/23/717, p. 63). 1 too trust he has found the
great mystery he sensed. He will be missed.

J.W. King
Abilene, Tex.
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