... Refuseniks

paper on the persecution of Argentinian
scientists prepared by the AaAs’s commit-
tee on scientific freedom and responsibil-
ity, describes cases of individuals who
have been dismissed from their jobs and
forbidden to practice science anywhere in
the country; many have been arrested as
terrorists (which may amount to criticiz-
ing government policies) or simply been
abducted in broad daylight, never to be
seen or heard from again by family or
friends. There have also been accounts of
research institutions that were suddenly
closed — presumably because theoretical
thought and scientific individualism are
seen as characteristics capable of foster-
ing leadership and subversion, the Aaas
says.

The csrr has developed a clearing-
house on persecuted foreign scientists,
headed by Tom Johnston, which acts as a
referral agency. “Upon receiving an in-
quiry or expression of concern about a
particular scientist ... the Aaas human-
rights coordinator collects and reviews
additional information. ... If appropriate,
the case is then referred to a clearing-
house contact,” who is a representative of
a professional scientific society affiliated
with the aaas, in the discipline of the
persecuted scientist, the aaas says. This
contact “is requested to investigate fur-
ther...and if the claim has merit, to begin
correspondence with government officials
in the country in which the violation has
occurred. ... In significant cases, the Aaas
...will also develop advocacy on behalf of
the individual scientist.”

Since its formation little more than a
year ago, the clearinghouse has received
more than 120 claims, most of which are
now under investigation. Johnston says he
feels the clearinghouse has been at least
partially successful in the release and
emigration of two individuals.

The Nas also has a committee on
human rights which investigates such vio-
lations. It was responsible for prompting
Handler’s action on Shcharanskiy and has
asked for the Czechoslovak Supreme
Court to commute the sentences of two
scientists as a result of what it considers to
have been violations of their human
rights. a
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1719 N St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036
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Incomparable “scientific” wit. Colorfully
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Press, Dept. SNF, Hanover, Mass.
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ANNUAL PROGRESS IN CHILD PSYCHI-
ATRY AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT 1977 —
Stella Chess and Alexander Thomas, Eds. —
Brunner-Mazel, 1977, 782 p., illus., $20. The articles
are either original work that make a contribution to
the study of the child or review articles that present
the state of knowledge in an important area of child
study.

ANNUAL REVIEW OF PHYSICAL
CHEMISTRY, Vol. 28 — B. S. Rabinovitch et al,
Eds.—Annual Reviews, 1977, 570 p., illus., $17. This
volume includes a prefatory article by Henry Eyring.

BEHAVIOR AND TRAINING OF DOGS
AND PUPPIES—Louis L. Vine—Arco, 1977, 12
p-» $5.95, paper, $1.95. The training techniques re-
quired to produce a well-behaved dog.

CAN’'T YOUR CHILD SEE?—Eileen P Scott et
al— Univ Park, 201 p., illus., paper, $8.95. Written
for parents of visually handicapped children, dealing
extensively with the early formative years. Practi-
cally oriented with factual information, examples
and concrete advice.

CHANCE, CAUSE, REASON: An Inquiry
into the Nature of Scientific Evidence — Ar-
thur W. Burks — U of Chicago Pr, 1977, 694 p.,
diagrams and tables, $27.50. Discusses philosophical
problems concerning the nature of scientific evi-
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dence and related concepts: probability, causality
and inductive reasoning for those with some knowl-
edge of mathematics and science. The book is de-
signed to be read in either direction; the reader can
start with the problems and see how they are
solved, or he can begin with the conclusions and see
how they were reached.

CITY TRAFFIC: A Systems Digest—Horst R.
Weigelt et al, translated by Gunther F Wengatz —
Van Nos Reinhold, 1977, 244 p., illus., $16.95. A
survey of the inadequacy of existing urban transpor-
tation systems and an overview of proposed alterna-
tives, modifications and innovations.

COMPUTER-AIDED ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGN — William ). Mitchell — Petrocelli/
Charter (Van Nos Reinhold), 1977, 573 p., illus.,
$29.95. A comprehensive introduction for ar-
chitects and computer professionals covering fun-
damental concepts, data bases, interfaces and
problem-solving.

DARWIN AND HIS FLOWERS: The Key to
Natural Selection—Mea Allan—Taplinger, 1977,
318 p., color, b&w photographs and drawings,
$14.50. The life of Darwin with emphasis on his
contribution to botany. As a working botanist on
the Beagle, Darwin first studied geographic distribu-
tion and migration of plants and modification of
characteristics. Through his later experiments with
plants he put to test his theory of natural selection.

THE EDUCATION OF MOTOR AND
NEUROLOGICALLY HANDICAPPED
CHILDREN — Simon H. Haskell et al — Wiley,
1977, 195 p., illus., $17.95. Examines the physiologi-
cal, psychological and pedogogical issues in the de-
velopment of children with neurological and motor
disabilities.
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