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Interdependence vs. overdependence

In an article which begins with a quotation
from William James about the dependence on
others of a “social ‘me” (SN: 6/10/78, p. 378, the
good health of the people of Roseto, Pa.,, is
ascribed to their adherence to Old World tra-
ditions, closely knit families, and mutual sup-
portiveness in a mini-community where “no
one is ever abandoned.” There’s a prediction,
and evidence that it's being verified, of a down-
slide, with “Americanization,” in their good
health record. The report ends with: “American
society emphasizes ‘standing on one’s own feet’
and ‘being independent,” Wolf says. “We just
went too far with it.”

I hope a number of readers will join me in
offering a very different explanation. We know
now how interdependent all of us on this planet
are. We should know that overdependence on
others can prevent us from finding out what we
can do, and gaining competence in making our
own decisions and confidence in our ability to
manage our own lives. Such lack of preparation
for atime when there’s no one to give support or
protection can leave people unaware of their
inner resources and extra vulnerable to shock,
disappointment, failure, loss, grief.

Democratic ways of living and government
can be initiated, maintained and managed only
by people who have gained the independence
to be competent in self-management. The
Roseto young man’s misfortunes in choosing
pursuit of material wealth, his early death and
the many from heart attack, may have come not
from “Americanization” but from lack of it.

An infant doesn’t find out until after some
brain-development time that he is a separate
“L” Since the emergence of major changes in
people-studies and the name “social sciences”
for a widening range of them, there have been
big changes affecting most of us. Do some of us
fail to find the “myself” in themselves, or only in
others? Get no farther along in their growth
than recognition of a “social ‘me’”? From over-
dependence? If so, perhaps some of the changes
are traceable to some of them who try to func-
tion and prescribe for others in spite of that
handicap?

Zoe Cloak
Appleton, Wis.

Ticked off

Ticks are not insects; they are arachnids (SN:
6/10/78, p. 375). Does this correction seem
petty? Try lumping all subatomic particles
under the general heading electrons and see
how many physicists get annoyed. SCIENCE
NEws, after all, is a science magazine.

Bruce Grant
Williamsburg, Va.

Gay parenting: Two views

In an article, “Children of gays: Sexually
‘normal’” (SN: 6/17/78, p. 389), an experiment
(to use the term loosely) is reported to be proof
that the sexual orientation of teachers (indi-
rectly) and parents has no effect on the normal-
ity of their charges. Yet the only type of homo-
sexual that poses a threat in many people’s
minds, the male homosexual, was apparently
excluded from the group of homosexual par-
ents. Also absent, apparently, were transsexuals
who became male by surgery, sado-masochistic
parents, rapist parents and, strangest of all,
normal parents.

One of the first tenets of science is that exper-
iments must have controls that are put through
the same tests, at the same time, under the
same conditions. In the psychological areas,
where individuals may subconsciously pick up
clues to the role they are playing, it is necessary
to perform the tests in a double-blind situation.
(The tester does not know whether the subject
is part of the group.) It is imperative that the
subject never know or guess the purpose of the
tests.

Another problem is the small sample size. A
sample of 37 to represent the four combinations
of subjects admitted (boy-girl subject and
lesbian-transsexual parents) is spread terribly
thin.

This is a poignant example of the operations
of the pseudo-science called psychiatry.

Charles R. Watson
Concord, Calif.

Thank you for your article. Gay people suf-
fer from so much hostility in our culture that
this type of educational article is much needed.

As a scientist familiar with the gay lifestyle, |
find my own personal observations entirely
concordant with the findings of Dr. Green. An
almost surprising number of gay men and les-
bian women are parents and their children
seem to adapt well. | know of one case where a
gay man, his lover, his son, his son’s wife and
their child live happily together in the same
large house.

Gay people sometimes marry and have chil-
dren because of societal pressure to conform to
the heterosexual lifestyle. In many cases, these
marriages are troubled. The gay partner often
continues to seek homosexual outlets, usually
surreptitiously. In such cases, the marriage eas-
ily ends in divorce, with considerable suffering
for both the partners and their children.

With greater acceptance of the gay lifestyle as
a reasonable option for those drawn to it, there
would be much less pressure for gay people to
enter into marriages where the chances of suc-
cess were low. Consequently, I think that much
unhappiness would be avoided. Society and
family life would be healthier as a result.

(Name withheld)
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