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General
science books
from The MIT
Press

A Sense of the Future

Essays in Natural Philosophy

by J. Bronowski

selected and edited by Piero E. Ariotti
in collaboration with Rita Bronowski

These essays by the author of Ascent of Man
and host of the well-known television series
it spawned. investigate the creative process.
the logic of nature. the logic of the mind.
human and animal languages. a philosophy
of biology. and the values of science. among
other topics.

"Reading Bronowski is not as intense as
talking to him. but there is enough of that
power in these pages to light many lamps.
Buy it. read it. and above all. argue with it.”
—George A. Miller. Human Nature
1977—286 pp.—paper—3$4.95
ISBN 0 262 52050 8

Communication with Extraterrestrial
Intelligence:

CETI

edited by Carl Sagan

In this book. scientists from a number of
fields discuss the fascinating prospect of life
on other planets. Topics include the plurality
of planetary systems in the universe, the
origin of life on earth. the possibility of life on
other cosmic bodies. the origin and devel-
opment of technological civilizations. prob-
lems in searching for intelligent signals or
for evidence of astroengineering activities,
and problems and possible consequences
of establishing contact with extraterrestrial
civilizations.

1973—448 pp.—illus.—paper—%$6.95

ISBN 0 262 69037 3
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Beyond the Moon
by Paolo Maffei

“Dr. Maffei takes readers on an imagined
space flight through the universe, stopping
at each significant way station—planets,
stars. systems far beyond our galaxy—to
display what now is known about them. Itis a
delightful, and successful, device that
imparts knowledge easily . . . | doubt that
you will be inclined to call elsewhere for
cosmic guidance for a long time to come.”
—Robert C. Cowen, Christian Science
Monitor

1978—320 pp.—illus.—$12.50

ISBN 0262 13133 1

Evolution of Stars and Galaxies
by Walter Baade
edited by Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin

A history of the evolution of stars and
galaxies by one of the great modern
astronomers.

“An astonishing complex of facts and the
relations among them is presented with
unusual clarity and lucidity. in a lively and
spirited tone . . . it is a pleasure to read the
full story of some spectacular Baade dis-
coveries.”"— Sky and Telescope
1975—321 pp.—paper—3$6.95
ISBN 0262 52033 8

The Heritage of Copernicus:
Theories “Pleasing to the Mind"
edited by Jerzy Neyman

These nontechnical essays on modern
advances in science — astronomy. biology.
chemistry. physics. mathematics. and tech-
nology—document post-Copernican scien-
tific “revolutions” begun by such notable
figures as Darwin, Mendel. Planck.
Riemann. Shapley. Bohr. Einstein. as well as
one or two lesser-known luminaries such as
the Countess of Lovelace. Lord Byron's
daughter who was the first computer pro-
grammer and who lost her fortune on a
mathematical system designed to beat the
horses.

“Extremely enjoyable, sometimes
provocative. often informative.”
—Physics Today
1974—552 pp.—paper—$9.95
ISBN 0 262 64016 3
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Almost All About Waves
by John R. Pierce

A straightforward introduction to the how,
what. and why of waves for the undergradu-
ate and nonspecialist reader that focuses on
fundamentals—the properties that waves of
all sorts have in common. The mathematics
used is as clear. direct. and revealing as the
prose. The formulations are general and
simple so that the beginning student can get
a real feeling for what waves are and how
they can be expected to behave.

1974—213 pp.—paper—%$3.95

ISBN 0 262 66027 X

Mathematics:

Its Contents. Methods. and Meaning
edited by A. D. Aleksandrov. A. N.
Kolmogorov. and M. A. Lavrentiev

"A do-it yourself course for the person who
would like to know what the chief fields of
modern mathematics are all about . . . an
intellectual gold mine.”"—The New York
Times Book Review

1964—1.152 pp.—paper—%$19.95 the set
ISBN 0 262 51005 7: 51004 9: 51003 0

In at the Beginnings:
A Physicist's Life
by Philip M. Morse

A lively account of an American scientist
who played an important role in shaping the
relationship between science and govern-
ment. Both Morse's life and his book span
“the beginnings” of quantum physics. the
war years and military applications of radar,
the organization of the Brookhaven National
Laboratory. operations research and the
development of high-speed computer
systems at MIT.

1977—400 pp.—$14.95

ISBN 0262 13124 2

Simple Working Models of Historic
Machines

(Easily Made by the Reader)

by Aubrey F. Burstall

“Presents succinct descriptions, drawings
and photographs of about three dozen
marvelous gadgets from the heroic history
of technology, all realized as working
models . . . a pleasure and a challenge.”
—Scientitic American

Eighty pages of instructions and plans for
those who like to experiment and make
things work. The machines range from early
drills, lathes, pumps, and clock escape-
ments to a Chinese South Pointing Chariot.
1975—890 pp.—illus.—paper—$5.95
ISBN 0262 52036 2

A FORTRAN Coloring Book
by Roger Emanuel Kaufman

“Ariot to read. If you're tired of the 7000
FORTRAN books that seem to get published
every year, you'll get a kick out of this
tongue-in-cheek satire on beginning
FORTRAN."—SciTech Book News
Handwritten and illustrated with the
author's outrageous cartoons, A FORTRAN
Coloring Book is definitely the relaxed way
to learn a complex programming language.
But don't be fooled by the duck on the cover,
itis one of the most technically accurate and
precise texts on FORTRAN currently
available.
1978—280 pp.—illus.—paper—$6.95
ISBN 026261026 4



