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tory, see p. 10. (lllus. by John Ellis)
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LETTERS

Smile theory
Theories to explain the “open-mouthed
smile” (SN: 12/6/80, p. 160): Among animals, es-
pecially canines, exposure of the canine teeth
usually signals aggressiveness or intention to
attack. As an inherited hangover, that is prob-
ably the reason that, among humans, a sneer
which involves elevation of the lip on one side
of the mouth exposing a canine tooth usually is
employed to express disdain, disapproval, or
dislike, feelings closely akin to aggressiveness.
Among our early ancestors, who probably
possessed well-developed canine teeth, their
moments of greatest pleasure were certainly
when they were partaking of food, in the proc-
ess of which the lips were opened wide and the
canine teeth were exposed. Could our utiliza-
tion of the smile involving opening the mouth
and exposing the teeth which we use to express
happiness or approval be an evolutionary
hangover of this early manifestation of pleasure

in our ancestors?
Edwin B. Steen
Kalamazoo, Mich.

Faulty impressions?

You did not say in so many words that feline
leukemia is transmitted from cats to man, but
that is certainly the impression created by the
story (SN: 8/9/80, p. 88).

The fact that the feline leukemia virus will
grow in human cells in the laboratory is not
unusual, nor does it mean that the disease will
affect humans. Rabies vaccine is grown in duck
embryos, but ducks are not susceptible to
rabies.

Florence B. Barton, D.VM.
Lewiston, Idaho

Unpredictable stream of thought

Often as I read ScIENCE NEws, a particular
article will let loose a stream of thought rushing
off in an unpredictable direction. Typically,
these ideas deserve to be off in the hinterland,
but the article “The neutrino’s hidden glow”
(SN: 11/8/80, p. 292) inspired one which has
hung around.

For reasons which are not clear to me, I have
always had a predilection for the so-called
closed universe, and recent evidence lending
support to this view makes pleasant reading.
However, deciding on a closed or open universe
seems to beg the ultimate question—where did
the energy come from? Here precisely is where
my idea comes into play. The Uncertainty Prin-
ciple. Just as virtual particles may come into a
sort of Cinderella existence, so much mass for
such and such a time, so too a universe may
exist. That is: as long as a universe of such and
such a mass contracts and vanishes within a
certain time limit, the fact that matter was not
conserved (more matter than anti-matter) is no
problem.

I suppose this too begs the ultimate question,
but how interesting if one could develop a
physics which would apply from universe to
universe throughout some space. There our
universe would flash into and then out of exist-
ence before we could disturb the eternal perfec-
tion of space.

KR. Roberson
Houston, Tex.

Ancient remedy?

As I read the revelation that researchers at
Loma Linda University had recently discovered
that activated charcoal may offer relief from
flatulence (SN: 11/8/80, p. 301), I am reminded
that knowledge is like baked beans, in that un-
less used, they spoil...and smell.

North American Indians used charcoal for the
treatment of gas pains long before our
forefathers even knew of the existence of this
continent. Charcoal has been used throughout
the world by homeopathic physicians for more
than 200 years. The Homeopathic Phar-
macopoeia of the United States describes the
preparation of Carbo Animalis (animal char-
coal) and Carbo Vegetabilis (wood charcoal),
and states that these have “marked absorptive
power of gases.”

Rorer has for many years marketed the pre-
scriptive Chardonna, a medication featuring
phenobarbital, belladonna extract and “acti-
vated charcoal” for the treatment of what the
Physician’s Desk Reference (pDR) describes as:
“nervous indigestion, gastritis, flatulence. ...”

There is probably not an old-time pharmacy
or health food store in the country in which
Requa’s activated charcoal tablets and capsules
for “temporary aid in the absorption of intesti-
nal gas causing flatulence” cannot be pur-
chased over the counter, or at least ordered
upon request.

If none of these sources were available to the
investigators at Loma Linda that charcoal re-
lieved gas before they started their investiga-
tions, all they would have had to do was ask
anyone who has ever had more than a passing
bout with flatulence, as they undoubtedly
would already have discovered the effective-
ness of activated charcoal for the relief of this
distressful condition.

Ronald M. Di Salvo, Ph.D.
Canoga Park, Calif.

(The Loma Linda study was, in fact, sponsored
by Requa Manufacturing Co., which is interested
in getting FDA approval for use of their over-
the-counter medication, Charcocaps, as an
anti-flatulent. Currently, Charcocaps have cate-
gory 1 safe-and-effective status for use in acute
toxic poisoning, as an anti-flatulent, the medica-
tion is in category 3, meaning safe but with as yet
undetermined effectiveness. —Ed.)
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