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COVER: At Georgia Tech, a computer customizes a

novel solar concentrator then prints out a workable pat-

tern for its Fresnel spiral, complete with designated

mounting points. Pattern shown is similar to one for

500-sun concentrator; to protect patent, pattern has

been modified, making it unworkable. See story p. 203.
(Artist’s rendering: Victor Montes)
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XIENCE ON THE AR

SCIENCE NEWS prints the latest written word of scientific developments and noteworthy news. We've set this space
aside to inform our readers of programs of scientific interest that are scheduled on television and radio. Check your

local listings for exact times.

Television

® April 8 (pBs) National Geographic Soci-
ety —“Gorillas” takes a look at the con-
servationists — a disparate group of zoo
directors, dedicated individuals and sci-
entists—working to ensure that the gorilla
does not become extinct. The program
also examines the activity of poachers and
the effect of the encroaching human popu-
lation.

Juju and infant Kaja: Successful breeding.

e April 24 (pBs) “Electric Ponds: The
Solar Solution” is a documentary that ex-
amines the future of solar pond technol-
ogy—regarded by some energy experts as
solar energy’s strongest short-term option
for an efficient and economic power
source. Featured are interviews with lead-
ing solar energy scientists in the United
States and Israel and the: views of energy
advisors and politicians on the future of
solar ponds.

® April 29 (pBs) “The Day After Trinity:
J. Robert Oppenheimer and the Atomic
Bomb” is a documentary that chronicles
the development of the United States’ first
atomic bomb. Through historic film foot-
age and interviews with Oppenheimer’s
colleagues, the program presents the
bomb’s development as a complex inter-
play of human motivations.

Series

® (pBs) “The Cousteau Odyssey” This
month’s programs — all repeats — are:
April 5 “Calypso’s Search for Atlantis,
Part1,” an attempt to unravel the mystery
of the legendary lost island in the
Bahamas and Crete; April 12 “Calypso’s
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Search for Atlantis, Part II,” focusing on
Pseira off Crete’s northern coast and the
volcanic island of Santorini; April 19
“Mediterranean: Cradle or Coffin,” an
examination of the danger to this land-
locked sea from the urban and industrial
wastes that flow into it; and April 26
“Blind Prophets of Easter Island,” an
exploration of an area that gives mute tes-
timony to the dangers of exhausting natu-
ral resources.

o (pBs) “Here’s to Your Health” April's
programs — all reruns —are: April 4 “All
About Allergies,” a look at the progress
to date in combatting allergic reactions to
drugs, pollen, foods, venom and bee
stings; April 11 “Radiation,” a candid dis-
cussion of the risks and benefits posed by
low-level radiation; April 18 “Pain Man-
agement,” a discussion of who should
seek treatment for chronic pain, self-
treatment and the role of drugs in pain
management; and April 25 “Burns,” cor-
rections of common misconceptions
about burns and answers to questions
about burns and their treatment.

e (pBs) “NOVA” This month’s programs
—all repeats —are: April 7 “The Cancer
Detectives of Lin Xian,” one of the first
films to come out of modern China and a
medical detective story that traces the
cause of esophageal cancer in Lin Xian;
April 14 “The Sea Behind the Dunes,”
one year in the intricate life of a coastal
lagoon, focusing on the interrelationships
of different life forms; April 21 “Do We
Really Need the Rockies?” an examina-
tion of the promise and problems of shale
oil; and April 28 “Life on a Silken
Thread,” a look, in close up and slow
motion, at the delicate grace and beauty of
the spider.

e (pBs) “Search for Solutions” this
month presents a repeat look at “the shirt-
sleeve experience of science” with em-
phasis not on what has been discovered,
but how and why it was discovered: April
16 “Trial and Error, Adaptation and Con-
text” focuses on three vital problem-
solving technologies used by scientists yet
applicable to everyone; April 23 “Pat-
terns, Evidence and Investigation” ex-
plores how we form a visual framework,
gather evidence to test a possible solution
and then observe; and April 30 “Theory,
Modeling and Prediction” looks at the
hypotheses we try to explain, the models
we build to explain them and the predic-
tions we make to increase the desirable.
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