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LETTERS

Exploring all options

The effort by the Cayman Turtle Farm (CTF)
to allow its products entry into U.S. markets
(SN: 4/17/82, p. 265) is intriguing. What they are
doing commercially, on Grand Cayman, is simi-
lar in one respect to the husbanding of en-
dangered species activities being carried out at
the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center (SN:
4/17/82, p. 266). Both processes are increasing
the overall numbers of several declining
species. As was to be expected, some don't like
what either group is doing.

Arguments against letting CTF market their
products in the United States pose the risk that
this might increase exploitation of sea turtle
species, in general — and perhaps thus compli-
cate other sea turtle conservation efforts.

Arguments against husbanding scarce
species at Patuxent cite the risk that goes with
removing “seedstock” from the few remaining
members of the endangered life still intact in
their own environment and that inbreeding
problems will defeat such efforts. Also, that
such efforts will be useless, unless more atten-
tion — and funding — is devoted to protecting
the diminishing habitats into which these rare
progeny are to be loosed.

While there is logic behind some of these ar-
guments, they do not offset a more important
consideration — that of keeping alive what we
can, until we can definitely fix on ways to ensure
their future existence in their wild world.

While we are busy razing the Amazon Basin,
and generally spoiling the habitats of species
around the world, what other choices do we
have than to explore ALL options that are open
to us? Those that at least perpetuate the species
—when and wherever we can make it happen—
are not just successes. They are teachings that
will help us ensure the diversity of lifeforms that
are at the heart of environmental stability—and
our survival.

The commercial venture on Grand Cayman
and the research efforts at Patuxent should be
recognized as being very fruitful beginnings. If
better ones follow they should at least equal
their successes — that of multiplying the
species involved.

John Hoke
Bethesda, Md.

Security vs. regulation

The article “Controlling Technology Exports:
Security vs. Knowledge” (SN: 3/20/82, p.204)
addresses a serious problem. The “...web of
regulations ...” is an obstacle reducing the
ability of the American system to compete.

The U.S. positions in defense and world
commerce, as well as technical progress, are
being strangled by excessive regulation. Every
effort to remove uncertainty or risk from the
problems at hand adds another layer of paper
obstacles to finding the answers (or at least
workable alternatives for testing). The volume
of paper generated in the process is further-
more creating problems in funding as well as
solid waste disposal.

Several responses may be generated by a
single presentation and each of these generates
its own series of responses.

Two areas seem to offer hope for corrective
action. These are self discipline among the
news media and a concerted effort to reduce
regulatory language to a level of enforceable
and practical guidelines. The guidelines should
apply to business, technical development and
information exchange, the news media and in-
dividuals.

The objectives of “productive harmony” and
“beneficial use” as prescribed by the National
Environmental Policy Act should guide the ef-
fort. The alternative avalanche of restrictive
language and effort that has occurred instead is
wasteful, costly and counter-productive.

There will be risk in no action and too much
caution but the continuation of the existing
paper-producing trend will bury us all.

E. O.Bracken
Juneau, Alaska
A great job

A great job on the stromatolites from Antarc-
tica (SN: 4/24/82, p. 282). Please note, however,
that the captions for the two photos on p. 286
were reversed. Might I add that some good color
photographs of the Shark Bay material can be
found in the 10/80 issue of Natural History for
comparison.

Write on!

Jamie Nook
Boston, Mass.

Correction:In “Portrait of a Strange Winter” (SN:
5/1/82, p. 298), two of the maps on p. 299 were
reversed, the map labeled “predicted tempera-
ture” should read “predicted precipitation” and
vice versa.

XIENCE ON THE AR

SCIENCE NEWS prints the latest written word of scientific developments and noteworthy news. We've set this space
aside to inform our readers of programs of scientific interest that are scheduled on television and radio. Check your

local listings for exact times.

® June 23 (PBS) “Nisei Legacy” examines
the problem Japanese-Americans have
with heart disease —a disease that is un-
common in Japan.

® June 25 (PBS) “The Heartbreak Turtle”
focuses on the plight of the Kemp’s Ridley
sea turtle and the international effort to
save it from extinction.

Series

® “Universe” (CBS) This weekly science
news magazine returns June 8 as a 13-edi-
tion summer series. Upcoming broadcasts
will include reports on a journey to the
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bottom of the Pacific and the conse-
quences of destruction of the world’s rain
forests.

® “NOVA” (PBS): June 6 “Salmon on the
Run” A look at the power and determina-
tion of the salmon and the effects of busi-
ness and technology on its future; June 13
“The Hunt for the Legion Killer” traces
the search for the microbe that causes le-
gionnaire’s disease; June 20 “A Field
Guide to Roger Tory Peterson” profiles the
master bird watcher; June 27 “Locusts:
War Without End” looks at attempts to get
rid of an age-old enemy.
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