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COVER: Diagnostic ultrasound exposure before birth
doesn't seem to pose any immediate major health
problems. However, the possibility of it exerting subtle or
long-range health problems remains to be ruled out,
particularly as it has brought about some in vitro effects
—such as alteration of the surface of cells like this mouse
fibroblast. See p. 396. (Photo courtesy of Doreen Liebes-
kind and colleagues, Albert Einstein College of Medicine)
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LETTERS

Exonerating EPA

I must take exception to the charges listed in
your article “Environmental coalition of 10
groups attacks Reagan policies” (SN: 4/10/82,
p.246). The report upon which your article was
based is inaccurate and misleading. It accuses
President Reagan of breaking faith with the
American people on environmental protection,
and implies that the President and his ap-
pointed officials have simply refused to do the
job that the laws require. These statements are
not true.

For instance, the charge that EPA is weaken-
ing air pollution controls by proposals to in-
crease lead in gasoline and doubling auto nitro-
gen oxide and carbon monoxide emission
standards, is misleading. On February 22, 1982
EPA published in the FEDERAL REGISTER a pro-
posed rule for revision of current lead phase-
down regulations. We have proposed a com-
prehensive range of regulatory alternatives
which include retaining the current program,
rescinding existing regulations, and a number
of other options. We held a two-day public hear-
ing on these alternatives and heard testimony
from nearly 100 witnesses representing large re-
finers, small refiners, experts from the medical
profession, environmentalists, and concerned
citizens. We will receive written comments
through May 17, 1982. No decision has been
made concerning the lead phasedown regu-
lations.

The Clean Air Act established the goal of 90
percent reduction of the auto emission of hy-
drocarbon and carbon monoxide by 1980 and
1981, and 75 percent reduction of nitrogen oxide
emissions by 1981. The air quality problems
posed by carbon monoxide have been greatly
reduced and the nitrogen oxide problem is
small. Emissions of carbon monoxide will im-
prove under either the current standard of 3.4
grams per mile or under the 7.0 grams per mile
that we recommend. Nitrogen oxide emissions
will continue to decrease under either the cur-
rently required 1.0 grams per mile standard or
the 2.0 grams per mile standard that we rec-
ommend.

The report further charges that EPA is adding
to acid rain problems by increasing sulfur diox-
ide emission by 1.5 million tons a year and a
proposal to extend the deadline for meeting
those standards. Sulfur dioxide levels declined
by more than 40 percent during the last decade,
and only three percent of the sulfur dioxide
monitors nationwide now record violations for
this pollutant. While we expect that the vast ma-.
jority of the country will be in compliance with
the standards by the end of 1982, some areas
will not meet the statutory deadline. For the
areas that cannot attain the standard by the end
of 1982, we propose an extension until 1987.

The charge that EPA has halted enforcement
actions against illegal dumpers of hazardous
wastes and the suspending prohibitions against
burial of liquid wastes in drums is inaccurate.
Enforcement actions in our hazardous waste
program have not been halted. The Agency is
continuing to press responsible parties —
through legal action, if necessary—to clean up
sites threatening public health or the environ-
ment. Where this cannot be done, or if it cannot
be accomplished in a timely manner, EPA and
the states will finance remedial action under
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Superfund. On March 17, 1982, the Agency re-
stricted disposal of containerized liquids in
hazardous waste landfills. Under an interim
rule, no containers holding free-standing liq-
uids may be placed in a landfill.

The Reagan administration’s environmental
agenda is not secret, but clear and overt — a
strong Environmental Protection Agency to
meet the environmental protection goals of the
nation.

Byron Nelson
Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, D.C.

Correlation and causation

Mr. Greenberg noted that, in order for a
“cause-effect relationship” to be established
between imipramine binding and suicide, the
researchers want to see further replication of
their data (SN: 5/29/82, p. 355). | would like to
suggest that for any biological process —espe-
cially those involving personality — cause and
effect are not established in such a facile way.

The kind of reasoning used by behavioral
scientists frequently appears parallel to an as-
sertion that high white counts cause mononu-
cleosis — after all, there has been an almost
endless amount of replication of the correlation
between the two.

The research findings about imipramine
binding are extremely interesting and en-
couraging. But let us not forget that correlation
implies absolutely nothing concerning causa-
tion. Even if manipulation of serotonin levels is
found to decrease suicidal behavior, there will
still be no indication that low levels caused
suicidal behavior, only that they are a signifi-
cant factor in a complex behavioral process
that potentially is related to other biological
factors (how do they know that serotonin levels
are not a result of suicidal depression?), and to
social and even dietary influences.

Brian C. Mustain
Lincoln, Ill.

A vaporific masterpiece

“...Ronald Reagan appears to be simply an
amiable boob who loves to tell stories and who
rarely has his facts straight ...” (SN: 5/8/82,
p.307), so says Wayne Fields in “Placing the
blame,” a truly vaporific masterpiece.

Your publication is aimed at thinking readers,
I hope. You don'’t have to serve up this kind of
philippic along with the magazine’s other con-
tent, which is first class.

I hope Editor Joel Greenberg’s head skin is
not too thick to get the point when I suggest that
the label “amiable boob” comes to mind when
he decides what'’s worth printing.

Thomas D. Moder
Oakland, N.J.

What'’s in a name

PCB contamination of cooking oil (SN: 5/
29/82, p. 361) occurred in Kyushu, Japan (not
Yusho). “Yusho” means “oil sickness” and refers
specifically to the form of intoxication which
your article describes. Incidentially, among the
victims were nine babies exposed to PCBs be-
fore birth. Two were stillborn. Five of the live-
born were small for gestational age. They had
skin discoloration which gave rise to the term
“cola-colored babies,” and two were born with
teeth (an otherwise rare event). Long-term
health effects, or lack thereof, on these congeni-
tally affected children can only be assessed by
continued observation.

Richard P, Leavitt
March of Dimes
White Plains, N.Y.
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