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Recent events—the eruption of Mt. St. Helens, the vicious
snowstorms blanketing the Northeast, the water shortage in
New York City—have proven how vitally important it is for
us to understand how the basic factors that affect the Earth

affect us. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Earth Sciences,
edited by David G. Smith, provides a ready access to the wealth of geo-
logical information which has been collected over the years and shows
how this information fits into the framework of modern discoveries.

T'he Cambridge
lineyelopedia of

Harth Scences

Although it is a full scale
authoritative encyclopedia
which covers the current
knowledge of Earth and

its interrelated sciences,
The Cambridge
Encyclopedia of

Earth Sciences

is not an A to Z listing

of dry facts. It begins with

a historical survey of the
different Earth sciences,
discusses the exciting and
fast-breaking science of
plate tectonics—the
movement of the continents—
and ends with the geology
of the solar system. The
high standard of the text

is complemented by the
superb illustrations— 500—
of which 250 are in full color,
250 in half tones, maps

and diagrams.

This is a book designed

to be enjoyed and used

as much by the interested
layman as by scholars

of the Earth sciences.
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