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Letters

Unsupported trivia?

| fail to understand why your normally reli-
able and informative publication prints unsup-
ported, highly speculative trivia regarding the
postulated evolution of humans (“Hominoid
History: Filling the Fossil Gap” SN: 9/11/82, p.
164). The article indicated both the fossil
analysis and its date was “preliminary.” Why not
wait for substantial documented information?

Leakey is “credited” with similar preliminary
reports in the past (SN: 11/27/71, p. 357). In
reference to “Rudolf skulls,” that article stated,
“Leakey’s confidence, however, is somewhat
limited. He had previously suggested that two
Rudolf skulls were more than 4 million years
old. But in his talk last week, he said that pre-
liminary reports on the geology of the area were
incorrect and that the skulls were only 2 million
years old. Leakey emphasized that all his
statements were preliminary.”

Currently, it appears to me that there is still
nothing to fill the fossil gap but preliminary
speculation.

Phillip A. Nickel, Ph.D.
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
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Memory and intelligence Correction: In the Bevalac acceleration process
I have a master’s degree in mathematics and (“Uranium at a Qua{"er-Trillion Volts” SN:
was well thought of by my professors. | am  10/9/82, p. 228) uranium ions enter the ac-
working as a computer programmer, and my celerator wl{h a positive charge of 68, having
abilities are admired by my co-workers, super- [0St 68 of their 92 electrons.
visors and users. | scored in the upper 2 per-
centile on college entrance tests, usually in the
upper 1 percentile for mathematics and biology. - - - 7
However, | would probably score poorly on CO M
the Kaufmans’ test (“Intelligence Test: Sizin)gl Up ples |SSI ng .
a Newcomer” SN: 10/30/82, p. 280) because |
have a poor short-term memory. If I call up the
operator for a telephone number, I have to keep
repeating it to myself until I dial it, or I will forget

Keep your files of Science News
complete and up-to-date. Any missing

the number. It sometimes takes me several issue from the past two years may be
months to learn my telephone number and ad- ordered by sending $1.00 per copy
dress when | move. I have a hard time remem- ($1.50 for issues older than 1 year) to:

bering things unless I understand the reason

behind them or there is some kind of pattern. in

mathematics classes I found it easier to derive Back Orders
formulas (such as the quadratic formula) than

to try to memorize them.

Ifind it hard to believe there is a strong corre- sci ence News

lation between short-term memory and the 1719 N Street N.W

ability to think logically. .
Patricia M. Shannon Washington, D.C. 20036

Huntsville, Ala.
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