Thomas Edison simply
improved upon a principle
others had discovered
and worked on for years.

Furthermore. ..
® Cleopatra was not Egyptian.

¢ Darwin did not originate the
idea of evolution.

¢ Lindbergh did not make the
first nonstop transatlantic
flight.

¢ Robert Fulton did not invent
the steamboat.

e |t was not Marie Antoinette
who said, “Let them eat cake.”

® The Emancipation Proclama-
tion did not free any slaves.

e Ostriches do not hide their
heads in the sand.

® The first American colonists
did not live in log cabins.

e Delilah did not cut Samson’s
hair.

e Galileo did not demonstrate
any of his theories by dropping
objects off the Leaning Tower.

All these nuggets are found in a
fascinating book,

The Dictionary of
Misinformation.

A miscellany of misinformation,
misbelief, misconstruction and
misquotation. This compendium of
myths, misunderstandings and bits
of pure buncombe is a delightful and
entertaining tour through the world
of, as the author puts it, “odd (or not
so odd) non-facts, of only too-well-
known untruths.”

The articles range in length from a
paragraph to a page and are
arranged alphabetically for easy
reference. Each entry gives the fact
as falsely known plus the true facts,
and frequently adds an interesting
story behind the myth.

Written by Tom Burnam, a professor
of English at Portland State
University, and published by Crowell,
the 302-page

Dictionary of Misinformation

has so intrigued the editors of
ScIENCE NEWS that we are making it
available to you through our book
order service.

For reference, rumination and pure
delight.

Science News Book Order Service
1719 N Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Please send ______ copy(s) of

The Dictionary of Misinformation.
I include a check, payable to Science
News Book Order Service, for $14.37
plus $1.00 handling (total $15.37) for
each copy.

name

address

city

state zip

RB-53
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Tales from

How the Science Fiction Book Club works:

When your application for membership is ac-
cepted, you'll receive your choice of any 4 books
on this page for only $1 (plus shipping and
handling) and a free copy of The Dragonriders
of Pern. You may examine them in your home
and, if not completely satisfied, return your 4
books within 10 days—membership will be can-
celled and you'll owe nothing. The FREE book
and carryall will be yours to keep whether or not
you remain a member. About every 4 weeks (14
times a year), we'll send you the Club’s bulletin,
Things to Come, describing the 2 coming Se-
lections and a variety of Alternate choices. In
addition, up to 4 times a year you may receive
offers of speciai Selections, always at low Club
prices. If you want the 2 Selections, you need do
nothing; they'll be shipped automatically. If you
don’'twant a Selection, prefer an Alternate, or no

book at all, just fill out the convenient form al-
ways provided, and return it to us by the date
specified. We allow you at least 10 days for
making your decision. If you do not receive the
form in time to respond within 10 days and re-
ceive an unwanted Selection, you may return it
at our expense. As a member you need take
only 4 Selections or Alternates during the com-
ing year. You may resign any time thereafter, or
remain a member as long as you wish. One of
the 2 Selections each month is only $3.98.
Other Selections are slightly higher, but always
much less than hardcover publishers' edi-
tions—up to 65% off. A shipping and handling
charge is added to all shipments. Send no
money now, but do mail the coupon today!
*Explicit scenes and language may be offensive to some.
Note: Prices shown are publishers’ edition prices.



