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Letters

A different approach

“Luring engineers back to academia” (SN:
2/12/83, p.106) probably requires some very dif-
ferent approach from “enriching the research
environment with awards of up to $100,000...."
Since it is unlikely that in the near future the
academic environment will be as rich mate-
rially as its business competition, there can be
no hope of attracting and retaining people of
quality by such material enticement. Instead,
the schools of engineering must develop and
emphasize their realistic attractions. In my
opinion these attractions are formidable, in-
cluding intellectual and practical challenge,
stimulating contact with students and other
bearers of new ideas, practically unencum-
bered opportunity to be self-directing and re-
sponsible, and other intangibles.

Universities are a haven for those who seek
elegance rather than luxury in their lives as
scholars, and engineers, and the universities
must learn to promote their real richness in the
terms which best define our culture (or which
define the best in our culture).

Roger D. Nelson, Ph.D.
Princeton, NJ.

MARCH 12, 1983

The state of Soviet psychiatry

Joel Greenberg's commentary concerning
the resignation of the Soviet All-Union Society
of Psychiatrists and Neuropathologists from the
World Psychiatric Association (SN: 2/26/83,
p.138) was both on-target and extremely
thought-provoking. During the course of his
dissertation, however, Mr. Greenberg made a
couple of observations that are especially
worthy of further exploration.

In the first place, the actions attributed to
Soviet psychiatrists must be viewed within the
appropriate context. All professional organi-
zations in the Soviet Union operate under the
constraints imposed by a politically restrictive
government. Such being the case, the Soviet
psychiatric community cannot be held totally
accountable for “the systematic abuse of psy-
chiatry for political purposes.” By design, they
do not have the freedom to pursue their work
within a framework of objectivity.

The Soviet government presently exercises
both overt and covert control over any and all
scientific enterprises. If the Soviet psychiatrists
were allowed to practice their trade in the
proper environment, then one could hardly ex-
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pect them to conduct themselves in the same
manner as they do now. More than the instru-
ment of oppression, they are in reality the vic-
tims of an even greater conspiracy.

Blame for the Soviet move should be directed
toward its true source — those who pressured
the psychiatrists into taking such a drastic
measure. By initiating proceedings against the
Soviets, the responsible parties demonstrated a
clear lack of understanding toward the entire
situation. The full implications of this ignorance
remain to be seen.

As Mr. Greenberg so aptly pointed out,
everyone stands to lose whenever open lines of
communication are severed. Progressive re-
search in any discipline is intrinsically depend-
ent upon a free exchange of ideas. It is indeed
unfortunate that the Soviet delegation will no
longer be actively participating in the World
Psychiatric Association. They have made many
significant contributions to the field over the
years and their input at this year’s conference
will be noticeably missed.

Aaron Wilson Hughey
Bowling Green, Ky.
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