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Letters
Ribs II

Dr. Noel Boaz suggests in his June 4 letter that
ScieENce NEws and I have been unfair in our
treatment of his work on the Sahabi dolphin rib.
Boaz is correct in introducing his letter with the
comment “Tim White has not demonstrated
that the Sahabi clavicle is a dolphin rib.” Our
paper demonstrating the cetacean affinities of
his fossil has not yet been published in the
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHYSICAL ANTHROPOL-
OGY but is post-proof.

Dr. Boaz presented a poster session that mis-
represented the analysis of that paper
(coauthored by myself and Suwa, Watters,
Richards and Barnes) at the annual national
meetings of the American Association of Physi-
cal Anthropologists last April. This presenta-
tion prompted Wray Herbert's SCIENCE NEws
report (SN: 4/16/83, p. 246).

Dr. Boaz’s presentation and misrepresenta-
tion of our research at this meeting, months be-
fore we had even had a chance to publish, was
not only surprising. It was, in fact, unethical be-
cause Boaz had reviewed our paper for the Ajpa
in 1982!

But Boaz claims that I was unfair and engaged
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in what he terms “ad hominem” sophistry in my
interview with SCIENCE NEws. | actually argued
with ad delphinem actuality. It is time to set the
record straight. Boaz’s description of his dol-
phin rib fossil states that it has a sigmoid [S-

White
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shaped] curvature characteristic of primate
clavicles. As is apparent from the accompany-
ing photograph of the fossil (center), dolphin
rib (right) and chimp clavicle (left), there is no
such sigmoid curvature in the fossil. In
medicine Boaz’s description might have been
called malpractice. In biochemistry his
portrayal would have been termed fraud. I [was]
more than kind in [my] remarks about Dr. Boaz’s
identifications and behavior, as was SCIENCE
NEws.
Tim D. White
Univ. of Calif.
Berkeley, Calif.

Bluebird fans

Three years ago, at my college graduating
class’s 15th reunion, we were all asked to iden-
tify the most moving experience we had had
within the past few years. Most of my
classmates spoke of births and deaths or career
accomplishments, not surprisingly.

In my case, after thinking the question over
carefully, I had to conclude that the single event
that stood out most glowingly in my recent life
was the appearance of a nesting pair of
bluebirds at my home in Leominster, Mass. | had

Continued on p. 13

3

www_jstor.org



