relatively inexpensive way to view physio-
logical events. For example, he says, look-
ing at age-related iron levels in women,
“You can see puberty clear as a bell.” More
provocative, after conducting hair analy-
ses for thousands of normal individuals,
Walsh has found that healthy individuals
invariably separate into one of six basic
groupings. He says, “We think these relate
to six basic body-chemistry types, some-
what analogous to blood types.” Walsh has
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already been contacted by at least one in-
dustrial firm interested in developing and
marketing commercial hair typing.

HRI has also begun looking for correla-
tions between body chemistry and dis-
ease. Hair samples from victims of Alz-
heimer’s disease, Tourrette’s syndrome
and even alcoholism are being studied. It's
possible that similarities in trace-metal
abundances might characterize sufferers
of a particular disease. If so, such findings

could aid in understanding what causes
the ailment and whether it might be amen-
able to chemical — including dietary —
therapy.

While not limiting itself to any one test,
HRI's specialty, Walsh believes, “will prob-
ably be trace-metal analysis.” Walsh ac-
knowledges the jury is still out. “But my
suspicion,” he says, “is that these trace-
metals are going to correlate with a lot of
things besides violence.” m]
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