Some of the most
scintillating scientific,
discoveries can be
made in your}

living room.

In the spirit of Voltaire Arnistotie to Zoos
A Philosophical Dictionary of Biology

—and occasionally
in the spirit of
P.G. Wodehouse—

the Medawars have PB. Medawar & J.S. Medawar

crafted a science
book that is both
authoritative and
filled with delights.

Ranging over a wide assortment of topics—from amino acids to
aquaculture, cancer to clones, Woodger’s paradox to worms —this
is a unique blend of fact, literary allusion, folklore, and even a bit of

professional gossip.

A witty and intelligent book that bridges the gap between the
sciences and the humanities, Aristotle to Zoos is sure to satisfy
specialists and anyone who wants to understand today’s rapidly

changing world of biology and medicine.

“Witty, wise, winsome, and wonderful.”
— Ashley Montagu

Harvard University Press $18.50

Science News Book Order Service
1719 N St. NW, Washington, DC 20036

Please send copy(ies) of Aristotle to
Zoos. linclude a check, payable to Science
News Book Order Service, for $18.50 plus
$1.00 handling (total $19.50) for each copy.
Domestic orders only.
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Massive fire control plans are misguided. |
don't want a fire to be put out just in time for me
to feel my burns till I die of infections days later.
I'd rather be part of that soot in the tropo-
sphere....

Strategic arsenals (perhaps that should be
spelled “arsonals™) can be defended effectively
by simply maintaining enough targets that can’t
be destroyed (or are too important to risk not
being destroyed) non-nuclearly. I call this
simple-minded basing mode “Dunce Pack.”

The holofrost predictions, if they hold up
under introduction of new considerations, will
have made me less concerned about the term
“full-scale” and more attentive to the word “lim-
ited.”

Steve Seaquist
Temple Hills, Md.

After reading “Beyond Armageddon,” | de-
veloped a plan to save countless millions of dol-
lars on national defense.

Bury atomic bombs, in bomb-proof shelters
of course, under critical military bases. The
bombs are set to explode if an above-ground
atomic explosion happens. The initial above-
ground explosion caused by enemy missiles
would completely destroy the landscape so the
buried bomb would really do no further damage
when it went off. It would, however, raise lots of
dust. The dust would, as pointed out in the arti-
cle, possibly kill the planet.

I admit the scheme lacks the grandeur of re-
venge in that the enemy doesn't die right then,
but they do die in a few months. The delivery
system, the atmosphere, is free, foolproof, and
unblockable....

George Trepal
Barton, Fla.

The TTAPS study revives the MAD (mutu-
ally assured destruction) argument against the
strategic use of nuclear weapons. Logically and
morally, the implications of the study demand
that the United States abandon any first-strike
policy regarding the use of nuclear weapons,
reduce the size and numbers of existing
weapons, and seek to convince the Soviets to
act in a similar direction. ...

No modern nation can survive the Ambio ef-
fect. It is unnecessary to design sophisticated
guidance systems or expensive missile delivery
systems, to strengthen missile silos or build
anti-ballistic missile defenses for the doomsday
machine to work. The bombs can be detonated
anywhere, perhaps at missile sites or remote
desert locations. The whole project could
probably be put together for less than the cost
of one nuclear submarine and there can be no
defense against the system. With such a system,
MAD could become a unilateral defense
strategy.

Of course, given the extent of nuclear prolif-
eration and the modest cost, it probably will not
be long before a number of countries have the
ultimate doomsday device. We can postpone
doomsday, but, in the long run, we are forced to
become wiser as a species if we are to survive.

James Gant
San Diego, Calif.
Ed.s note:
The numbers assigned to points on the graph
accompanying “Bypass surgery not always nec-
essary” (SN: 11/5/83, p. 294) are the number of
living participants in the Coronary Artery
Surgery Study as of April 15, 1983. Since addi-
tional people were added each year to the
multi-year study, these numbers cannot be used
alone to calculate percent survival.
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MORE SCIENCE
BRAINTWISTERS
AND PARADOXES

By Christopher P. Jargocki

Why is the full moon

about nine times

brighter than a
half-moon even though its lighted

area is only twice as large?
a sailboat by mounting

@ a large fan and directing

the blown air into the sails?
do tea leaves collectin

@ the center of a cup

of tea and not at the perimeter
asin a centrifuge?

Is it possible to propel

Why, after stirring,

Nearly 200 intuition-eluding,
seemingly logic-lacking, and
provocative puzzles to challenge
the preconceptions of the most
spirited puzzle enthusiasts.

Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1983,
142 pages, 92 x 64, hardcover,
$14.95

Science News Book Order Service
1719 N St., NW, Washington DC 20036 |

Please send copy(ies) of More
Science Braintwisters and Paradoxes. |
enclose a check payable to Science News
Book Order Service for $14.95 plus $1.00

STIMULATE INQUIRING,
YOUNG MINDS...

with a THINGS membership. Kits mailed
each month have materials to use, and
a booklet giving background on the
science subject and easy to follow in-
structions for exciting demonstrations
and experiments.

Designed for young people 10 to 16,
parents often enjoy them too!

SEXTANT

IDEAS FOR SCIENCE FAIRS-AN INTERESTING
HOBBY-A HELP IN DECIDING ON A CAREER-A
GIFT THAT'S FOR THE WHOLE YEAR;

JOIN NOW!
MAIL WITH REMITTANCE TO:

THINGS of Science

RD 1, Box 130SN
Newtown, PA 18940

GIFT CARD SENT IF REQUESTED |
1 YEAR - $17.50 2 YEARS - $33.00
EACH ADDITIONAL MEMBER - $16.00
CANADA AND MEXICO ADD $6.50;
OTHER COUNTRIES ADD $9.00.

| handling charge (total $15.95) for each
| copy. Domestic orders only.
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Bind and Save
your copies of

Science News

Keep your copies of SCIENCE NEWS
always available for quick, easy refer-
ence in this attractive, practical binder.

Simply snap the magazine in or out in
a few seconds — no punching or
mutilating. It opens flat — for easy
reference and readability. Sturdily
constructed, this blue vinyl binder
stamped in a gold tone will make a
fine addition to your library.

SCIENCE NEWS binders hold one
six-month volume of SCIENCE
NEWS. Each of the 26 issues snaps
into the cover with a metal rod. $8.00
each, 2 for $15.00. Postage-paid.

Order now, from

Science News
1719 N Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036




Brief. Syns: Compendious, concise,
condensed, laconic, lean, short, succint,

summary, terse.
Idiom — To the point.

Roget’s II, The New Thesaurus

SIENCE NEVD

231 West Center Street
Marion, Ohio 43305

Yes, | want to subscribe to Science News

Enclosed is a check for

O Bill me later
O 2years, $47.50

O 1year, $27.50
O 3years, $67.00

(Foreign postage $5 additional per year.)
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KEEP UP WITH SCIENCE IN LESS THAN ONE
HALF-HOUR PER WEEK

We're the nation’s only weekly science newsmagazine, and our
unique sixteen-page format has been providing readers with
reports of up-to-the-minute developments in scientific fields for
over 60 years.

No coffee table for us. Our sixteen pages can be read in a
half-hour or less. It's so easy that the majority of our subscribers
read Science News on the day that it is received.

Keep up with science. Subscribe to a great magazine that will
keep you informed. Every single week. With no sweat.




