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Definitive and authoritative — the one great private library
brought together by the experts of Oxford University

The Oxtord Library
of the World's Great Books

In quarter-leather volumes of classic distinction —

Excellent value at $24.50 per volume.

4 board of eminent Oxford
dons has come together to select ‘The Ox-
ford Library of the World's Great Books.

From out of the many thousands of
books written over the centuries, the
board has chosen a collection of fifty uni-
versal literary masterpieces: the supreme
works of the world’s most brilliant writers.
A source of inspiration that stands at the
core of our civilization — the indispen-
sable heritage of future generations.

And ‘The Oxford Library’ will now be
published in a manner befitting its historic
status. Each book in this magnificent Col-
lector’s Edition will be a splendid example
of the traditional English quarter leather
volume. The leather inlaid with 22 karat
gold ... the entire collection as exciting as
the literature it contains.

A collection as worthy

as it is beautiful
This is a collection like no other: The
Oxford Library of Great Books. The defin-
itive private library with which to sur
round oneself and one’s family — brought
together by some of Oxford’s most bril-
liant minds.

Here are the towering novels — Tol-
stoy's Anna Karenina, Melville's Moby-
Dick, Dickens' Great Expectations. The
grand epics —Homer's Odyssey and
Milton’s Paradise Lost. The tragedies of
Shakespeare. The comedies of Moliere.
The immortal works of Dante, Swift,
Shelley, Keats ... Conrad, Mann, Joyce,
Yeats ... and other great authors from
Chaucer to F. Scott Fitzgerald. And to
heighten the pleasure of reading each
book, each will contain a valuable intro-
duction, commissioned by the Oxford
University Press exclusively for ‘The Ox-
ford Library’

Furthermore, the Oxford University
Press has authorized the world’s foremost
creator of heirloom volumes, The Franklin
Library, to craft each volume in the Col-
lector’s Edition. And they will ‘quarter-

the leather inlaid with 22 karat gold.

bind’ each volume in the classic design
tradition recommended at the turn of the
century by the English Society of Arts.

Craftsmen of exceptional skill will bind
the spine of each volume in genuine
leather. They will carefully work the
leather to achieve the handsome raised
‘hubs’ so prized by book collectors ... and
will then inlay the leather with original
designs of 22 karat gold.

Equal care and craftsmanship will be ev
ident in the superbly embellished cover
fabrics, the marbled endpapers, the richly
gilded page-edges and the elegant ribbon
bookmark bound into each volume. And
even the papers for the text pages will be
custom-milled by a costly process that en-
ables them to retain their beauty for liter-
ally hundreds of years.

Each binding different ... to a purpose

Each sumptuous, quarter-leather volume
will be strikingly different from the others
—and not simply for the sake of being
different. For each volume has been in-
dividually designed to perfectly com-
plement its literary content.
Shakespeare’s Tragedies, for example, is
quarter-bound with crimson leather, be-
fiting the splendor and richness of the

literature. The book is inlaid with a motif
recalling the famous “Azure Tooling” that
distinguished many fine volumes of the
1600s. Even the typeface can trace its her
itage to a special style that originated at
the time of Shakespeare’s First Folio.
Thus, when the complete collection is
arranged in the owner’s home, its variety
will fire the imagination. The different
leathers, each with its own pleasing grain,
color and texture ... the beautiful fabrics,
with their varied designs ... the fascinating
patterns of hubbing and 22 karat gold inlay
on the spines ... and all the different styles
of illustration, including the work of such
masters as Tenniel, Rowlandson and Doré.

Printed and bound only for subscribers

The books are available only by subscrip-
tion—and will be issued on a monthly
basis at $24.50 per volume. This is indeed
outstanding value today, considering all
the advantages that these extraordinary
quarter-leather volumes have to offer their
owner: The certainty of possessing the
very greatest works of literature. The plea-
sure of seeing and handling and reading
these beautiful, individually designed vol-
umes whenever you wish. The satisfaction
of knowing that this magnificent private
library, by its very presence in your home,
encourages younger members of the fam-
ily to experience great literature and to
share your own appreciation of excellence
as a desirable goal in life.
Apply by February 29, 1984

In addition, the original issue price of
$24.50 per volume will be guaranteed not
to increase throughout the entire sub-
scription period. Yet you take on no long-
term commitment whatever. You will have
the right to cancel your subscription at any
time, upon 30 days’ written notice — or
return any volume for any reason, within
thirty days, for your choice of replacement
or a full refund.

Please note, however, that the collection
is available only by subscription. And
there is a timing requirement for subscrib-
ing. Be sure to return your application by
February 29, 1984.



