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The Life and Work of Barbara McClintock
EVELYN FOX KELLER, Northeastern University

The engrossing saga of a scientist and her
science, A FEELING FOR THE
ORGANISM is the story of the geneticist
Barbara McClintock, for fifty years one
of America’s foremost female re-
searchers. McClintock’s pioneering work
under the microscope led to the discovery
of gene transposition and to the in-
ference that genes are rearranged in the
course of development.

Interweaving McClintock’s words with
those of her fellow researchers, the
author focuses on the crucial relation-
ships between creativity and validation,
between individual and community, that
underlie the drama in this compelling
story.

W. H. Freeman and Company

4] Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10010

Please send me copy (copies) of
A FEELING FOR THE ORGANISM at
$17.95 each.
I enclose a check for $17.95 for each
copy ordered, plus $1.50 to cover
postage and handling. (New York,
California, and Utah residents please
add appropriate sales tax.)

Charge my [J MasterCard

[J VISA

“Evelyn Fox Keller took on a heavy
responsibility in writing about a woman
with one of the most powerful intellects
ever applied to science. This ambitious
book has kept its promise.”’ —Discover

“A clear and exciting picture of one of
the most remarkable scientists who ever
practiced genetic medicine, and its
reading will entertain and
enlighten.” —The San Diego Union

Cloth, 235 pages, 16 illustrations. $17.95
ISBN 0-7167-1433-7

Available at fine bookstores, or use the
accompanying order form.
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OF PLANES AND SHIPS AND BATTLE TANKS
AND COST OVERRUNS AND THINGS. ..

An inquiry into the conduct of large defense R & D projects
and into the derivation and application of the laws that govern them.

Among the most maligned efforts in mankind’s check-
ered history, the large defense research and development pro-
ject certainly ranks near the top. Norman R. Augustine has
experienced such projects from both sides of the fence, i.e.,
in the Defense Department and the aerospace industry. In
“Augustine’s Laws,” he crystallizes his experience in the
never-never land of defense procurement into a series of
witty maxims.

For example, Law Number IX, known in some circles as
the First Law of Impending Doom, and in other circles as the
Final Law of Economic Disarmament, is based on the his-
torical trends of rising unit costs of tactical aircraft. From the
days of the Wright Brothers’ airplane to the era of modern
high-performance fighter aircraft, the cost of the individual air-
craft has increased by a factor of four every ten years. This
rate of growth seems inherent in such systems, with the unit
cost being most closely correlated with the passage of
time, rather than with changes in maneuverability, speed,
weight, or other technical parameters.

The significance does not lie in the mere fact that cost
growth itself is predictable. Rather, it lies in a comparison
of the rate of growth of, say, aircraft unit cost with the rate of
other seemingly relevant parameters. . . such as the de-
fense budget. And when the trend curves for the national de-
fense budget and the unit cost of tactical aircraft are ex-
tended forward into time, the curves intersect. In other words,
the cost of an aircraft will, within the not-too-distant fu-
ture, become equal to the entire defense budget.

This has led to the formulation of Law Number IX, as
follows:

In the year 2054, the entire defense budget
will purchase just one tactical aircraft. This aircraft
will have to be shared by the Air Force and
Navy 3" days each week except for leap year,
when it will be made available to the Marines
for the extra day.

Although clever and irreverent, the book is more than
just a humorous collection. The problems considered are by
no means unique to defense programs, and will be recog-
nized to have broad applicability to a variety of fields of en-

deavor.
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