Edison

Thomas Edison simply
improved upon a principle
others had discovered
and worked on for years.

Furthermore. ..
® Cleopatra was not Egyptian.

® Darwin did not originate the
idea of evolution.

e Lindbergh did not make the
first nonstop transatlantic
flight.

e Robert Fulton did not invent
the steamboat.

® |t was not Marie Antoinette
who said, “Let them eat cake.”

® The Emancipation Proclama-
tion did not free any slaves.

e Ostriches do not hide their
heads in the sand.

® The first American colonists
did not live in log cabins.

e Delilah did not cut Samson’s
hair.

e Galileo did not demonstrate

any of his theories by dropping
objects off the Leaning Tower.

All these nuggets are found in a
fascinating book,

The Dictionary of
Misinformation.

A miscellany of misinformation,
misbelief, misconstruction and
misquotation. This compendium of
myths, misunderstandings and bits
of pure buncombe is a delightful and
entertaining tour through the world
of, as the author puts it, “odd (or not
so0 odd) non-facts, of only too-well-
known untruths.”

The articles range in length from a
paragraph to a page and are
arranged alphabetically for easy
reference. Each entry gives the fact
as falsely known plus the true facts,
and frequently adds an interesting
story behind the myth.

Written by Tom Burnam, a professor
of English at Portland State
University, and published by Crowell,
the 302-page

Dictionary of Misinformation

has so intrigued the editors of
SciencCe News that we are making it
available to you through our book
order service.

For reference, rumination and pure
delight.

Science News Book Order Service

1719 N Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Please send copy(s) of

The Dictionary of Misinformation.

| include a check, payable to Science
News Book Order Service, for $15.95
plus $1.00 handling (total $16.95) for

each copy
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why not subscribe to it?

1 SCIENCE NEWS
| 231 West Center Street
: Marion, OH 43305
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Our main purpose is to report scientific
news in a readable weekly format, providing
accurate, up-to-the-minute facts and
commentary on developments in the world
of science. Each issue contains twenty to
twenty-five reports in just sixteen pages,
putting the reader on the cutting edge of
science in less than a half-hour of reading.
Our subscribers include both scientists
and nonscientists of all sorts. What unites
this heterogeneous group is that all are
“laymen” outside of their own field of spe-
cialty—scientists, lawyers, engineers,
business executives, physicians, military
people, science teachers and all the rest.
Our writers, trained in both science and

journalism, are uniquely qualified to select
and report on important developments in
science from among hundreds reported on
in journals and meetings each week. The
emphasis, as might be expected from the
title of the publication, is on new informa-
tion—new to scientists as well as to others.
Frequently, subjects reported in SCIENCE
NEWS do not appear in other publications
until weeks or even months later.

Concise, current and comprehensive,
SCIENCE NEWS will keep you informed of
the new developments in science every
week. It’s the ideal way to stay informed
without being inundated. You'll like it.
Subscribe now.



