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Letters

More religion

The letter (SN: 4/14/84. p. 227) under the
heading Religious thoughts referred to "Clergy
Ponder the New Genetics™ (SN: 3/24/84). He
says. "... they find themselves in a classical
paradox. If there is an omnipotent. omniscient
God. He has obviously allowed the scientists to
discover these techniques and to apply them. If
there is no such God. the clergy have no more
standing than the corner bartender.”

May | point out that the clergy finds no such
paradox — it knows there is an omnipotent,
omniscient God. We. who are constrained by
the scientific method. face the issue whether
scientific knowledge alone is enough to provide
a sound basis for judgment in such a keystone
technology.

If Science is omnipotent and omniscient, it
has the ability and wisdom to plan evolution.

If Science has no such qualities, then we had
better consult everyone for input — including
the corner bartender.

Oliver R. Odhner
Perkiomenuville, Pa.

MAY 26, 1984

In mulling over the response of your readers
to the recent article, | am moved to offer the
following perspective.

Most scientists, | believe, are concerned with
the moral implications of their work, but they
are often afraid of voicing these concerns for
fear of being censored by government or reli-
gious officials who are not sympathetic to the
scientific endeavors at hand. Similarly, most re-
ligious leaders, in my experience. are in favor of
scientific advancement, but they are also afraid
of allowing technology to develop blindly with-
out regard to its impact on society.

Certainly. these viewpoints are not mutually
exclusive. In wrestling with new scientific de-
velopments, the religious community finds it-
self challenged to deepen its understanding of
faith and morality in modern times. The scien-
tific community, in turn, is challenged to exer-
cise greater wisdom in directing the develop-
ment of increasingly powerful technologies. By
keeping an honest dialogue open between the
two communities, we have the potential to push
forward the development of humankind in ways
that are in accordance with the direction of our
creator. In short, we become partners in God's
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on-going creation, rather than antagonists in
our own petty squabbles.

) Philip J. Sakimoto

Dept. of Astronomy

Univ. of Calif.

Los Angeles. Calif.

Not to worry

Your article “Virus Hunter's Guide” (SN: 5/
12/84. p. 292) brought into perspective the
breadth of our activities to provide surveillance
methods by which to isolate and identify water-
borne viruses. Finding human enteric viruses in
rivers, lakes and other waters almost always
connotes fecal contamination. [While] current
wastewater treatment processes are not likely
to remove all viruses from effluents discharged
to the environment. in the article unfortunately
my comment was transposed to filtration plants
used for drinking water treatment. | am sure
your readers will be glad to learn that viruses
are not constantly emitted in drinking water.

RobertS. Safferman. Ph.D.
Virology Section. E.PA.
Cincinnati. Ohio

323

www_jstor.org



