This pot, with its “childproof” top, may be
the most significant find.

the ruling family of Tikal.” Tikal is the site
of the largest Maya ruins in the Peten re-
gion.

“With some study,” Adams says, “we
should be able to get a better understand-
ing of the whole Early Classic Maya world.
There seem to have been a lot of wars at
this time [and] competition among Maya
states. And this family [Tikal] seems to
have been involved in those wars.”

The occupant of the tomb, Adams spec-
ulates, was probably an administrator in
the ruling family. The three large wall
paintings are punctuated with Maya sym-
bols of authority, and the hieroglyphics on
some of the ceramics refer to “Great Son,”
aroyal title.

The most valuable find in the tomb, ac-
cording to Adams and National Geo-
graphic archaeologist George E. Stuart, is
a ceramic pot with a stirrup handle on its
removable top and a highly sophisticated
flange arrangement to fasten the top —
similar to today’s “childproof” medicine
bottles. It may be the first evidence of such
a top, say the scientists.

The Maya are believed to have been one
of the most advanced peoples in history.
The civilization is thought to have existed
in Middle America between 1500 B.C. and
AD. 1500. It was the Classic period, from
about A.D. 300 to 900, that brought the
greatest advances in the arts and sciences,
which included the use of mathematics,
the calendar and astronomy. Their ar-
chitecture, art and farming techniques
were among the most advanced of pre-
Columbian peoples.

All of the items found in the Rio Azul
tomb were transported to the Institute of
Anthropology and History in Guatemala
City for more detailed study. The move
also removes the artifacts from the danger
of looters —who have removed countless
relics from ancient ruins throughout
Guatemala. —J. Greenberg
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