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Letters

Rule Britannia?

Although the loss of Gascony (Aquitaine) in
the fifteenth century undoubtedly eroded Eng-
lish interest in the continent, it was not in fact
the last area under English rule (“Fog in the
Channel: British — CERN split?”, SN: 4/21/84, p.
246). Calais was held for another 100 years
(1585). Furthermore, when the Elector of Hann-
over was invited in 1747 to become George | of
the United Kingdom, he brought with him the
duchy of Hannover which remained under the
British crown until 1837 when Victoria became
queen. The duchy could not descend in the
female line and it was therefore then trans-
formed to an uncle, thereby ending all direct
British rule on the Continent, excluding the
Channel Islands, Gibraltar and briefly Heligo-
land.

R.C.Munro
(address unknown)

We were aware of both instances. Calais was
held as a trading port, a kind of continental
Hong Kong, not as a base of Empire. Hannover,
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always a part of the Holy Roman Empire, was
independently governed, and the British public
tended to resent their sovereigns’ interest in the
place. —D.E. Thomsen

Old sounds

Regarding Joseph Nagyvary's reported redis-
covery of the wood treatment which made
Stradivarius’s violins what they are (“A chemi-
cal concert sound,” SN: 4/21/84, p. 249):

Since Stradivarius’s day (c. 1700) the con-
struction of stringed instruments has changed
considerably to meet the acoustic require-
ments of the nineteenth-century repertoire and
of large concert halls. Unless Nagyvary's instru-
ments afford the lower string tension (using
catgut strings) and other characteristics of un-
altered old instruments, and are played by mu-
sicians (such as the Dutch violinist Jaap
Schroeder) who use Baroque bows and per-
forming techniques, | do not see how any claim
to have discovered Stradivarius’s secret might
be tested.

Of course, the claim for “success in duplicat-
ing the sound quality of famed 300-year-old
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stringed instruments” in their present state and

as used (or misused) today by conventional
musicians might be tenable.

David Schulenberg

(harpsichordist and musicologist)

Delmar N.Y.

Apple sauce

I'm afraid “applephiles” (“Even Apples Get
the Bruise,” SN: 5/12/84, p. 300) is a miscelogue,
being of mixed ancestry. Apple in Greek is me-
lon, the root melo-, so an apple lover is a
melophile.

If1 ¥ N.Y, | am a megamelophile, right?

Arthur J. Morgan
New York, N.Y.

Correction: The Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) cites one part per billion (ppb) of TCDD
in soil as “a level of concern” — not 100 ppb as
stated in “Agent Orange: What Isn't Settled” (SN:
5/19/84, p. 316). Authors of the Jan. 27, 1984, re-
port by CDC on risks from dioxin in soil go on to
add that “at substantially higher levels (e.g.
greater than 100 ppb TCDD in soil), calculated
risks may increase.”
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