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“...I must say Michael

Guillen,

ical physicist at Cornell
University and a contrib-
uting editor to Science
News magazine, has let a lit-
tle sunlight in with his won-
derful collection of essays...”
—Christopher Lehmann-Haupt,
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“There are no symbols worth the
name, and no diagrams whatever,
in this book; and it is only im-
proved by their absence. It is
rare to find a book that displays
depth of understanding yet
avoids technicalities: this
one does, and is charming,
eloquent and witty to
boot.”
—Ilan Stewart,
New Scientist

a mathemat-

New York Times
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Guillen calls upon both ancient and contempo-
rary masterminds to bring to life such concepts
as paradox, randomness, and probability. From
the familiar contributions of Euclid, Aristotle,
Archimedes, Pythagoras, and Descartes, to the
controversial theories of Reimann, Cantor,
Frege, Poincare, Russell, and Godel, Guillen en-
livens his authoritative discussion of their work
with anecdotes of their infighting, alliances,
and quirks.
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