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Letters

Burning issue

This is a response to Mr. Ring's letter concern-
ing our coal burning pulsating combustor
(“Coal burns best in pipes that hum,” SN: 5/5/84,
p. 278), which appeared in your June 30 issue.
We have spent a great deal of time during the
last several years trying to understand the in-
tricacies of the complex fluid mechanical and
combustion processes which occur inside our
pulsating combustor. While we have made
much progress in this search, we cannot say
that we fully understand all of the processes. We
do know, however, that the intensification of
mass, momentum and energy transport pro-
cesses by the pulsations within the combustor
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is primarily responsible for the attainment of
superior combustion and heat transfer pro-
cesses. Contrary to what is stated in Mr. Ring’s
letter, the pulsations do not result in vibrations
of the grid that supports the coal particles and,
in general, they do not result in the shaking of
the layer of ash that accumulates on the metal
grid.

The phenomenon which Mr. Ring observed
while barbecuing in his backyard can be readily
explained by simple combustion principles and
it has nothing to do with the operation of our
pulsating combustor.

BenT. Zinn
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta, Ga.
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‘A disgrace and a betrayal’

“Enforcing the Law: EPA's Toxics Problem”
(SN: 7/21/84, p.36) is an impressive article and
calls proper attention to this most distressing
problem. Many of us feel that the current federal
administration policy relative to toxics and
other environmental problems is a disgrace and
a betrayal of the entire American public. The
President’s representatives are in direct con-
trast to the actions of the federal government in
this field.

Luther L. Terry, M.D.

Emeritus Professor of Research Medicine
University of Pennsylvania

Surgeon General, Retired

U.S. Public Health Service
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