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Letters

Lead to believe

Granted Janet Raloff is too young to have
undergone the advertising barrage that foisted
lead tetraethyl (“Lead in gas: Costs prompt new
limits,” SN: 8/4/84, p. 71) upon our environment,
all unsuspecting — like Graham McNamee and
Ed Wynn, Texaco’s Fire Chief, along with ping-
ometer demonstrations at the Pullyallup Fair.

But either that lethal additive “changed ping
to purr,” or the hoax was even greater than the
EPA. Inasmuch as | found that it would do just
that in my Chev’ on Seattle’s hillsides — Raloff
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also missed the early slogan that sold Chev-
rolets: “Watch 'er climb!”—I wonder how come
she plugged it as a lubricant for old clunks. Is
that a new petro industry advertising gimmick?
Robert Archer Smith

Seattle, Wash.

Dog doodle?

The picture on your 8/25/84
cover is an awesome display of an _s.
irregular galaxy. It is also a cute pic-
ture of a regular little dog's head
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with a ball in its mouth. Turn the cover page up-
side down and examine the largest glob of stars
just right of top center. Located there — jaws
open with a ball between them, a nose, two eyes
and an ear —behold the head of a puppy dog.
The puppy head could be a clue to the me-
chanics of galaxy formation. Maybe God is a
doodler and gets bored with doodling up noth-
ing but spiral galaxies, and for a change of pace
throws in an irregular one with a picture to
show he really does have a sense of humor.
W E. Tullos
Gulfport, Miss.
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