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Cover: A large crown-of-thorns starfish (orange shape near center)
has colonized Hopkins Reef, part of the Great Barrier Reef of
Australia's east coast, and will soon devour huge amounts of coral.
Crown-of-thorns was once thought to represent a grave new threat to
the Great Barrier Reef, but scientists now believe that it has been a
longtime predator of coral and that reefs can recover after an attack.
They still do not know from where the starfish comes or what role it
plays in reef ecology. (Photo: Peter Moran)
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Letters

Born to be wild?

In reading “The Mating Game” (SN: 10/13/84,
p. 232), | wonder if other readers caught the
undertone of desperation, and perhaps of ulti-
mate futility, in trying to keep endangered
species alive in zoos. The attempt should be
strongly supported, since it is better than let-
ting these species, with all their rich store of
genetic information, die off. But at best it is a
delaying action.

As with analogous attempts to preserve our
original wild grain plants, the only long-term
solution is natural habitat. The natural stresses
and nurture of wild places allowed the evolu-
tion of these species in the first place; only the
preservation of wilderness habitat will keep
them alive over the long pull. Some could be
misled into thinking that the zoo programs de-
scribed in the article are all that we need.

G.E. Schindler Jr.
New Providence, NJ.

NOVEMBER 24, 1984

We suggest a third section to “The Mating
Game” in which you reveal the liaison between
200s, game ranches and medical research. The
first article only hints at “propagation...for the
supply of domestic, laboratory and game ani-
mals.”

Captive breeding may produce an animal that
looks like a tiger but whose behavioral patterns
are very different. To return it to the wild is cruel
indeed. And the “guaranteed kill” of exotic and
rare animals on game ranches that accept the
overflow of zoo-bred animals is a great sick-
ness.

A direct analogy to the modern zoo is the
street-caging of insane people in Elizabethan
times for the entertainment of the public. Such
exploitation of animals cannot be condoned by
a civilized society.

Alice Herrington
President, Friends of Animals, Inc.
Neptune, N.J.
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Much of the very interesting work going on
in zoos is completely unheralded at this point.
Although academic scientists are aware of the
work of individual researchers in zoos in their
own areas of expertise, there is little awareness
of the potentially valuable role zoos can play in
basic research, evolutionary biology and re-
productive physiology—in addition to the very
necessary work on conservation biology that is
being aggressively tackled by the zoo commu-
nity.

Oliver Ryder
Zoological Society of San Diego
San Diego, Calif.
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