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Letters

Experimental detachment

In “Dynorphin aids stroke-stricken cats” (SN:
12/15/84, p. 375), the cats in question were not
stricken by naturally occurring “strokes” but by
human-induced injuries. Your choice of title is a
small but telling example of a pervasive de-
tachment from reality that afflicts humans deal-
ing with animal experimentation.

Loretta Hirsh
Washington, D.C.

DES and homosexuality?

It appears that diethyistilbestrol (DES) can
reach and affect the children being carried by
mothers receiving this drug as treatment for
preventing miscarriage (SN: 12/1/84, p. 341). If
this is true, then could DES and similar drugs
increase the likelihood of homosexual behavior
in a child who was carried while the mother was
taking these drugs? This possibility seems to
agree with Weinrich and Pillard’s theory as re-
ported in “Hormone markers for homosexual-
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ity?” (SN: 9/29/84, p. 198) since estrogen might
prevent the “defeminization” of the brain.

Shawn Burke

Gainesville, Ga.

On behalf of baking soda

Regarding your article, “Hold the NaCHO3s”
(SN: 12/8/84, p. 360), the history of the usage of
bicarbonate as an antacid is clearly very posi-
tive. Furthermore, the question is quite open as
to whether bicarbonate has ever been the
causative agent of stomach rupture, despite the
paper of Mastrangelo and Moore, where bicar-
bonate was said to have been ingested prior to
the rupture. Appearing in the same month as
that paper was work by Fordtran, Morawski,
Santa Ana and Rector (GASTROENTEROLOGY,
1984: 87:1014-21) in which they showed that the
recommended dosage of bicarbonate in vitro,
under conditions that conservatively model a
fully loaded stomach, generates so little carbon
dioxide as a function of time as to be less a
threat to significant volume increase of the
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stomach than the water with which it was taken.
Whatever the event that is the instant cause
of a rupture, it seems that overindulgence in
food or drink or both, to the point of taxing the
mechanical strength of the stomach wall, is the
common precursor. At that point, vomiting,
retching, gastric dilatation or adding the next
increment of material to the stomach can pre-
cipitate rupture. Instead of saying, “Stay away
from sodium bicarbonate on a full stomach,”
Mastrangelo and Moore should have said, “Stay
away from ingesting anything.”
James L. Rogula
Vice President & General Manager
Church & Dwight Co., Inc.
Piscataway, NJ.

Correction: In “Rock-a-bye nutrients” (SN: 12/8/
84, p. 360), the infants in the experiment were
given a single modified feeding, not every other
night for several weeks. Ten, not 20, newborns
were given the modified feeding.

35

www_jstor.org



