Letters

Implications ‘trivialized’

Because | have read the original research re-
ported in “Kids and the Bomb” (SN: 8/17/85, p.
106), I feel that the brevity of the summaries of
these studies and the focus on the limitations of
research methodology trivialize the implica-
tions of the overall findings. In contrast with this
is the bill passed by the California State Assem-
bly (3848) requiring all school districts in
California to submit plans for nuclear-age edu-
cation, stating, “If left unchecked, this lack of
motivation and feeling of helplessness could
prove to be as devastating to American society
as war itself.”

The next productive step for research in this
area would be to compare the attitudes of stu-
dents whose high schools inform them about
nuclear weapons and stimulate critical thinking
skills by presenting opposing points of view
about the issues involved with the attitudes of
students who are not similarly instructed. Re-
searchers might then correlate differences in
attitudes with academic motivation and
achievement, feelings about the future and crit-
ical thinking skills.

In a finite planet with shrinking resources and
a fragile ecosystem, where nuclear weapons
have changed everything but our way of think-
ing, our hope of survival may rest upon in-
formed citizens who are aware of the power of
individuals to bring about change.

Lillian Feldman
San Diego, Calif.

It was interesting to note how teenagers re-
sponded to questions by psychologists and
psychiatrists on their feelings concerning nu-
clear war. Their tendency to mask their true
feelings and opinions may be as much a re-
sponse to the interviewer as to the questions. If
the interviewers were to arrange discussion
groups at several schools, introducing them-
selves as psychologists to half of the groups,
and as advisers to Congress with the other half,1
believe they would get two entirely different re-
sponses. In the first case, the students would
probably feel “on the spot,” that their per-
sonalities were being analyzed and their pri-
vacy invaded. In the second case, they would
probably feel more as though their opinions
were of value and perhaps even influential, and
would respond with much more honesty and
enthusiasm. This response would probably
hold true even if the question were whether or
not to paint the halls pink.

Ellen Shurtleff
Medford, Ore.

Musical memory
I enjoy light classical music, and when | read
“Taking food from thought” (SN: 8/10/85, p. 85),1
noted that if 'm listening to a familiar piece, my
mind will not rest until | can “name that tune.”
Once I can identify the name, all sorts of associ-
ated information, such as when | last heard the
piece, become available. Perhaps more investi-
gation can be made into this “name index” as-

pect of memory.

Henry J.Happ Il
Albuquerque, NM.

Hilbert on math

In his commentary regarding the possible
utility of Clifford algebra as a universal language
for physics (“Ptarmigans Wheeling Over the
Gorse,” SN: 8/24/85, p. 122), it is ironic that Diet-
rick E. Thomsen mentions the famed mathemat-
ician David Hilbert, who was not much given to
the practical utility of mathematics. Indeed, if |
remember my high school mathematics
teacher’s quotations correctly, Hilbert once
said, “One hears a good deal nowadays of the
hostility between mathematics and the applied
sciences. | don't think this is true. They have
nothing whatsoever to do with one another.”

James W, Guthrie
Professor of Education
Director, PACE
Berkeley, Calif.

Commends new techniques

Bravo for Salwa Elgebaly and her use of cow’s
eyes, salvaged from slaughterhouses, instead of
live animals for studying eye injuries (“Re-
search and testing without animals,” SN: 8/
24/85, p. 125).I'm sure that a lot of scientists feel
relieved. Undoubtedly many of them are un-
comfortable but feel obligated to defend the use
of live animals even when the humane/animal
rights/animal liberation adherents expose ex-
cessive and questionable uses of animals.

Substitution of new techniques in place of
live animal use is a winner and something that
everyone can applaud. | hope to see more
coverage of these advances in SCIENCE NEws.

C.1. Clausing
Marlton, NJ.

Columbia University Presents

The History of the World
in One Brilliant Volume!

This classic work represents the best efforts of Columbia University’s
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most renowned scholars. Its scope is monumental, covering all aspects
of our history from the beginning of the universe to the present day. As
impressive as the scope is the book’s remarkable depth, quality, and
balanced vision.

The Story Behind the Columbia History

The creation of the Columbia History was among the most important
scholarly projects of recent years. A team of 40 Columbia professors col-
laborated on it, including historians, economists, political scientists, socio-
logists, biologists and astronomers. Each scholar contributed sections on
his subject or period of expertise. Editors Peter Gay and John A. Gar-
raty, both eminent historians and writers, interwove the material into a
cogent narrative of the world’s history.

A Book of Permanent Value—for Only $9.95

Over the years, you'll turn to the Columbia History to explore new areas
of interest and reread the sections that have always fascinated you. You
will have an ever-growing understanding of Western civilization’s origins
and progress, plus an expanding of non-Western history and
culture. The Columbia History is a perfect addition to anyone’s library
because it is both a well-written historical narrative and an authoritative reference.

Most books of this scope, size, and permanent value sell for exorbitant
prices, but thanks to Barnes & Noble’s 60% discount, the Columbia His-
tory costs only $9.95. Surely, that’s a small price to pay for life-long in-
vestment in learning and a reference you’ll turn to often.

Why Everyone Needs a
World History

Let’s face it—most of us, whatever
our educational credentials, have
large gaps in our knowledge of his-
tory. There are whole eras and coun-
tries we know nothing about even in
familiar subjects, we're sometimes a
bit hazy on the sequence of events.
A book of world history, particular-
ly an excellent one like the Colum-
bia, can fill the gaps in our learning
and give us a solid chronological
framework. Illustrated with maps.
1,237pp.

Bind and Save
your copies of
Science News

Keep your copies of SCIENCE NEWS
always available for quick, easy refer-
ence in this attractive, practical binder.

Simply snap the magazine in or out in
a few seconds — no punching or
mutilating. It opens flat — for easy
reference and readability. Sturdily
constructed, this blue vinyl binder
stamped in a gold tone will make a
fine addition to your library.

SCIENCE NEWS binders hold one
six-month volume of SCIENCE
NEWS. Each of the 26 issues snaps
into the cover with a metal rod. $8.00
each, 2 for $15.00. Postage-paid.
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