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The Great Devonian Controversy: The Shap-
ing of Scientific Knowledge among Gentlemanly
Specialists — Martin J.S. Rudwick. The Devo-
nian controversy began as a dispute about the
identification and correct sequence of stratain
Devonshire, England. It has now been forgot-
ten because geologists use and take for
granted the Devonian system. The controversy
is important today because it was a good
example of a scientific debate that resulted in a
significant new piece of knowledge. Here this
controversy is traced and analyzed in detail for
those with little or no previous knowledge of
geology or of the early 19th century. U of
Chicago Pr, 1985, 494 p., illus., $39.95.

Just Friends: The Role of Friendship in our
Lives—Lillian B. Rubin. It is friends, the author
says, who provide a reference outside the fam-
ily against which to measure and judge our-
selves, who help us during passages that re-
quire our individualism and separation from
family and who heal the hurt and make good
the deficits of other relationships in our lives. In
these ways and more, friendship, as dis-
cussed here, assumes its place in the process
of human development. Har-Row, 1985, 235
p., $15.95.

The Natural History of the Primates — J.R.
Napier and P.H. Napier. This beautifully illus-
trated book introduces the primates and de-
scribes their general characteristics and dis-
tribution. Reviews primate origins in the fossil
record and discusses anatomical details and
social behavior. Provides profiles of 57 repre-
sentative nonhuman primate species. The final
chapter focuses on human evolution. MIT Pr,
1985, 200 p., color/b&w illus., $19.95.

Origins of Mental lliness: Temperament, De-
viance and Disorder — Gordon Claridge. The
theme of this book by a scholar from Oxford
University is that psychiatric disorders are ab-
normal manifestations of temperamental and
personality characteristics that all humans
possess to a greater or lesser degree and that
correlate with the ways in which individual cen-
tral nervous systems vary. Examines abnor-
malities such as anxiety, depression, hysteria
and schizophrenia. Basil Blackwell, 1985, 213
p., paper, $9.95.

The Recursive Universe: Cosmic Complexity
and the Limits of Scientific Knowledge—William
Poundstone. The game of “Life” developed at
Cambridge University in 1970 is based on
three rules, with a simple beginning and no
end. Poundstone uses this game to discuss
the problems of knowledge, the discoveries of
modern physics and the creation of life in the
universe. Originally published in hardback by
Morrow. Contemp Bks, 1985, 252 p., illus., pa-
per, $7.95.

The Story of the Earth—Peter Cattermole and
Patrick Moore. Presents the complex history of
the earth from its formation through the
emergence of humans. Explains methods sci-
entists use to discover what processes have
contributed to the internal makeup and external
appearance of the earth. Well illustrated
throughout. Cambridge U Pr, 1985, 224 p.,
color/b&w illus., $24.95.
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