T “The Flamingo’s Smile is about history,”
T 77/ A 5 writes the author in this, his fourth volume
P I ¢ ( )a ¢ | of essays, “...and about what it means to

- 1( l I I ] l I ] H( );\ say that life is the product of a contingent

Y . C past, not the inevitable and predictable re-
\ \ sult of simple, timeless laws of nature.
\ I ] ] | ( | Quirkiness and meaning are my two not-
Rofloctions 3 so-contradictory themes.”

v(/‘ ECLLONS tn Quirkiness and meaning. Flamingos
Natural | listory that feed upside down; flowers and snails
that change from male to female and
sometimes back again; the probability (a
big thing!) that an errant asteroid or a
shower of comets sounded the death knell
of the dinosaurs and ushered in the evolu-
tion of Homo sapiens; the curious, moving
and finally victorious story of the Hottentot
Venus; the extinction from baseball of the
400 hitter. These are only a few of the little

* ‘ g things, “the pretty pebbles,” that arrest us
t\h 'I )l 1] ) -|( l\ ( tOLI I( I and open our eyes to the stunning variety

and endless delights of Gould’s subject—
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“In the book’s title essay, [Gould] discusses how and why the flamingo has

Service for $17.95 plus $1.00 handling evolved a beak suited for eating upside down. To the flamingo he adds
(total $13.95) for each dpy. Domestic Cassiopea, that inverted jellyfish and an African catfish whose anatomy hasn’t
orders only. vet made adjustment to its own upside-down habits. From this trio Mr. Gould

extracts a general point about the unrecognized contribution Darwin’s
predecessor Lamarck made to evolutionary theory. That same busy essay
Address begins with an anecdote about Buffalo Bill and ends with the #th-century
motto of an Oxford college. History, biology, geology and popular culture all
swirl about in Mr. Gould’s mind and in his writing like the primordial gumbo
State Zip of Precambrian oceans.”

RB436 —David Quammen, in a review for The New York Times.
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It lights up in the dark!

Rand McNally Presents Mercury —
A World-Class Relief Globe

A globe is like an encyclopedia or Bible—
no educated home is complete without it.
Maps are all very well and good, but only
the three-dimensionality of a globe can ac-
curately represent the true shape and propor-
tions of our planet. The globe is the most
complete geographical learning aid for
children and adults.

Now Rand McNally—publisher of top-
quality world atlases—has designed the Mer-
cury Relief Globe, a magnificently detailed,
completely up-to-date 18’>tall model of the
world. And it’s available for the earthshak-
ingly low cost of $29.95! Never before (and
probably never again) will a globe of such
high quality be sold at such a low price.

An Earthshaking Bargain
at Only $29.95

The Rand McNally globe offers features
you just won’t find on a conventional globe.
Is made of a shiny, attractive, durable | tyq mercury is also an ideal night light with 24 watt bulb,

polystyrene and ) it shows .the earth’s | yL-approved parts, and a high-gloss finish for easy cleaning.
topography, elevations, vegetation patterns,

ocean currents, longitudes and latitudes, in- The Free Globe Handbook

ternational date line and much more. The . .
globe contains 2,351 place names, from the Gives You a World of Information

tallest peaks (complete with height in feet) To ensure that you and your whole
to the tiniest islands! family get the full enjoyment out of

As if all that weren’t enough, the Mercury  your Mercury Globe, we’re including
GLOWS IN THE DARK, revealing national a free, full-color handbook that tells
boundaries and country names printed in how to use the globe and explains
contrasting solid colors. And so, the globe earth-space relationships, the planets,
can serve as a night light, comforting your and more. It’s all part of our policy
child’s fears of the dark and teaching him of giving you the most for your

about geography at the same time! MONEY. © 1985, Barnes & Noble Bookstores, Inc.
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RAL HISTORY OF THE WIND
By LYELL WATSON

g

A fascinating survey of the geography, biology, physics, sociology, physiology, psychol-
ogy, history and philosophy of the wind. Watson shows how winds provide the
circulatory and nervous systems of the planet, distributing warmth, making soil and
generally bringing the world to life. There are chapters on wind sensitivity, including
the creation of a new Beaufort scale of wind forces, an entertaining dictionary of winds,
and a look at how the fohn, mistral, sirocco, Santa Ana and other “ill winds” alter human
body chemistry and psychology to an extent that can lead to disease, suicide and even
murder. The historical section recalls how trade winds have shaped imperial destinies
and how the dramatic winds of war determined the outcome of the conflict between the

Greeks and Persians, the Mongol invasion of Japan and the fate of the Spanish
Armada.

Wm. Morrow & Co., 1984, 384 pages, 9V2" x

"
" For wind, which is nothing but a lot of air wrapped around some 6v2 ’ hardcover, 519'95
microscopic inclusions, packs a surprising punch and strikes some sneaky blows.
... The process began at the Tacoma Narrows Bridge on the morning of S cience News Book Order Service
November 8th with a wind of sixty kilometres an hour, just strong enough to blow 1719 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036

foam off the tops of waves and make the local fishermen think twice about going
out. But this was sufficient to get under the roadway of the central section of the

bridge and start it oscillating up and down. Before long, it began to “gallop’. . . Please send copy(ies) of Heaven's Breath. 1 include a
sending frightened drivers fleeing on foot from their abandoned, but by no means check payable to Science News Book Order Service for
stationary, cars. .

This lengthwise deformation continued for two hours, until the wind 519'95 plus 5100 handlmg (torﬂl 520-95) for each copy.
increased slightly to sixty-seven kilometres and introduced a new factor into the Domestic orders only.
equation. The bridge began to twist, turning the roadway through forty-five
degrees like a corkscrem, spilling cars down into the Sound. The structure had Name
developed a "Karman Vortex,” which is the engineering equivalent of hysteria.

Quite independently of the wind, the bridge began to excite itself, until the Adibvose

wavelength of movement was exactly equal to the width of the roadway, setting
up a resonance that coincided with the structure’s own natural frequency. Three
hours after the wind and movement began, the bridge collapsed into the waters City State Zip

far below.” — from the book et




