ATTENTION
ADVENTURE - SEEKERS

HOW TO SHOOT AN
AMATEUR NATURALIST
By Gerald Durrell

The trials, traumas, frustrations and
futilities of filming a natural history televi-
sion series are engagingly recounted by
Durrell as he experienced them during the
making of his most recent BBC series, “The
Amateur Naturalist”

Whether surrounded by the English
countryside, the Sonoran desert or the |o-
nian sea, Durrell always finds rare and
wonderful examples of flora and fauna, as
well as his share of adventure —he scales a
sea cliff to film gannets and skuas gliding
on air currents, deftly sidesteps a herd of
charging bulls and experiments with a
peanut-butter lure for a pair of obstinately
shy badgers. [A] — from the book

TO MOCK A
MOCKINGBIRD
By Raymond Smullyan

In the first part of the book, Smullyan
transports us once again to that wonder-
ful realm where knights, knaves, twin sis-
ters, quadruplets, brothers, gods, demons
and mortals either always tell the truth or
always lie, and where truth-seekers are set
a variety of fascinating problems.

In the second and larger section, we ac-
company the Inspector on a summer-long
adventure into the field of combinatory
logic (a branch of logic that plays animpor-
tant role in computer science and artificial
intelligence). His adventure, which in-
cludes enchanted forests, talking birds,
bird sociologists and a classic quest, pro-
vides for us along the way the pleasure of
solving puzzles of increasing complexity
until we reach the Master Forest and —
thanks to Godel's famous theorem — the
final revelation. [B] — from the book
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tales)

A neurologist who writes with wit and zest, Sacks
will fascinate you with stories of patients like the
man in the title —a professor who couldn't
recognize faces and who patted the tops of fire
hydrants, believing them to be children. Sacks is no
ordinary practitioner; his patients suffer from rare
complaints like Korshakovs syndrome, Tourette’s
and other afflictions, some of which make the
patient unsure of the reality of his or her own body.
Their tragedies and their courage are joined with
the author’ astute professionalism and humanity
to make for a riveting foray into the unknown. This
book ranks with the very best of its genre. It will

By Oliver Sacks inform and entertain anyone, especially those who
find medicine an intriguing and mysterious art.
— from Kirkus Reviews
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