“Did you know that: The majority of
novae — new Sstars — are discov-
ered by amateurs, some of whom
don’t even own a telescope? Hun-
dreds of non-professionals partici-
pate reqularly in a worldwide pro-
gram of star-brightness measure-
ment? Most comets that reach
naked-eye brightness are found
by, and named after, amateur as-
tronomers?”
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THE CAMBRIDGE ASTRONOMY
GUIDE is a book about how to do
astronomy starting with equip-
ment as basic as a simple camera.
It explains how to explore the sky
with or without a telescope and
how to take beautiful star pho-
tographs and put them to use
making valuable contributions to
the science of astronomy.

Special emphasis is placed on the
discovery aspects that intrigue
the amateur who wants to join in
the search for comets, novae and
other transient phenomena. Com-
pletely new search methods are
presented to broaden the base of
astronomical research and re-
move it from the heady domain of
the professional. The book con-
cludes with magnificent astro-
nomical photography by Ben
Mayer setting standards to which
many amateurs will aspire.
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