SUPERFORCE

THE SEARCH FOR A
GRAND UNIFIED
THEORY OF NATURE

By Paul Davies

Recent revolutions in the new physics and the new cos-
mology have radically altered the modern scientist’s
perspective on the physical world, and some scientists
now believe that all of nature is ultimately under the control
of a single superforce, which weaves together space, time
and matter into a Grand Unified Theory. Bringing together
the frontiers of high-energy particle physics and cos-
mology, the superforce explains what caused the big bang
that gave birth to the universe, and how the foundations for
the cosmic structures we now see were forged in the mi-
croseconds that followed. It also suggests a bizarre new
idea — that space and time are in reality eleven-dimen-
sional, with the unseen dimensions of space masquerad-
ing as nuclear and electromagnetic forces.
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Build Your Own Telescope —Richard Berry. The
editor of ASTRONOMY magazine shows how to
build a telescope inexpensively in your home
workshop without any special tools or skills. Be-
gins with an introduction to the different types of
telescopes and how they work. Tells how to de-
cide which one is right for you and gives complete
plans for five different telescopes. The tele-
scopes range in difficulty from one easy enough
for the beginner to one complex enough to meet
the needs of the serious astronomer. Scribner,
1985, 276 p., illus., $24.95.

Flowering Plants of the World — V. H. Hey-
wood, Ed. This beautifully illustrated encyclope-
dia explores form, function, habitat and relation-
ship of more than 300 flowering plant groups, en-
compassing 250,000 individual species. An ex-
tensive glossary with illustrations follows the intro-
ductory piece on flowering plants. Originally pub-
lished in Great Britain in 1978. P-H, 1985, 335 p.,
colorillus., $39.95.

The Mind — Anthony Smith. “The three pounds
of human tissue known as the brain" are exam-
ined for the general reader from many different
angles, including evolution, animal comparison,
anatomy, physiology, medicine, endocrinology
and legal implications. Originally published in
hardback by Viking Press in 1984. Penguin, 1985,
346 p., paper, $5.95.

Mount Etna: The Anatomy of a Volcano—D. K.
Chester et al. Mount Etna is the largest active
continental volcano in the world. It has been the
subject of intense investigation by scientists from
around the world. Here the results of these stud-
ies are synthesized into a more complete picture
of the volcano. Stanford U Pr, 1985, 404 p., illus.,
$55.

Nature’s Art: The Inner and Outer Dimensions
of the Shell — William A. Conklin, foreword by
Alan H. Shoemaker. With the use of radiography
Conklin demonstrates that the inner dimension of
the seashell is often as lovely as its exterior. Black
and white X-ray photographs of seashells are
shown alongside color photographs of their exte-
riors. The shells were selected for their beauty,
design and unusual shape. U of SC Pr, 1985, 241
p., color/b&w illus., $35.

The Self-Sufficient Suburban Garden — Jeff
Ball. Presents a five-year plan for designing, plant-
ing and maintaining an efficient garden that will
yield the maximum amount of food for the least
amount of space, time, money and effort. Orig-
inally published in hardback by Rodale Press in
1983. Ballantine, 1986, 236 p., illus., paper, $8.95.

Target: Cancer — Edward J. Sylvester. Through
in-depth interviews with scientists, doctors and
patients at a number of leading cancer research-
treatment centers in the United States, the author
has profiled the search for the cause of cancer.
“[The researchers] are learning, step by step,
what happens in the conversion of ordinary
human cells to cancerous cells,” says Sylvesterin
the prologue. “Even though we have not identi-
fied the killer we know we are close.” Scribner,
1986, illus., $17.95.
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