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The Tenth Muse
By Ronald B. Parker

In this second witty and informative collection
of essays on geology, author Ronald B. Parker con-
tinues the theme he originated in Inscrutable
Earth: that earth science is a lively, ongoing and
relevant field of interest.

These essays draw on the many subspecialties of
earth science to illuminate such popular phenom-
ena as volcanic eruptions, cave formations and salt
domes, and to address the questions both great and
small that capture the imagination of earth scien-
tists. Why do glaciers have the “urge” to surge?
What do coral clocks and the lowly “scat songs” of
dead animals tell us about the earth’s history? Why
is most of the earth’s supply of a rare element con-
centrated in a California town with the science fic-
tion name of Boron 93516? With gentle humor and
a detective’s eye for detail, Parker weaves together
the pieces of the puzzle of earth’s history, from mil-
lennia long past to what the future will hold for us
and our planet. In the tradition of Stephen Jay
Gould, he also refocuses attention on pre-twen-
tieth-century geologists whose important contri-
butions to earth science have been all but forgot-
ten. — from the book

Science News Books
1719 N St., NW, Washington, DC 20036

Please send copy (ies) of The Tenth Muse. 1 includea

check payable to Science News Books for $15.95 plus
I — $1.00 handling (total $16.95) for each copy. Domestic
“Anotber congenial romp- orders only.

around-the-earth with
geologist Parker. . . . [L]ots
of fresh material bere for Seribmor's. 1986 Address
those who like their geology o p';g? . e ity
without blisters. 534", bardcover, State Zip
— Kirkus Reviews  $15.95 RB575
|

Name




