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First there was machine language. Then assembler.
Then the population boom of third generation lan-
guages: COBOL, FORTRAN, BASIC, Pascal,C, and
others. Now powerful fourth generation languages
(4GLs)—with less familiar names like FOCUS, QBE,
and SQL —are revolutionizing what can be done on computers.

Imagine programming without having to learn elaborate chains
of commands or syntax structures. With 4GLs even computer-
phobic executives can, with minimal training, get direct access
to immense databases of information—and create just the
customized reports they want. One person can now do what
used to require a team of programmers.

For more than two decades, the most sought-after guide to
the frontiers of computing has been James Martin, the world’s
best-selling computer author. In these three landmark volumes,
Martin brings the brave new world of 4GLs down to earth. He
explains everything from how they are designed to the contro-
versial questions about who should control databases and
system development. Best of all, in Volumes 2 and 3, he offers a
cogent, detailed analysis—complete with case studies—of the
claims and achievements made by each of the many languages
currently competing for dominance.

Volume I: Principles

Volume II: Representative 4GLs

Volume III: 4GLs From IBM

About the Club—The Library of Computer and Information Sciences
offers an unmatched data bank for any computer professional.
As the oldest, largest and most respected club of its kind, it
brings you the finest publications from the most authoritative
writers in the field . . . at significant savings!

The Library of Computer

and Information Sciences

Riverside, New Jersey 08075
Please accept my application for trial membership
and send me the 3-volume Fourth-Generation
Languages, (00759) billing me only $4.95 plus ship-
ping and handling. I agree to purchase at least
three additional Selections or Alternates over the
next 12 months. Savings range up to 30% and occa-
sionally even more. My membership is cancelable
any time after I buy these three additional books.
A shipping and handling charge is added to all

reason — I may return the three volumes within 10

r [
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
I 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
I 1
I 1
1 1
| 1
! 1
I 1
1 1
: shipments. :
i No-Risk Guarantee: If [ am not satisifed —for any i
1 1
1 [
1 1
! 1
1 [
1 [
1 [
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
! 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
! 1

days. My membership will be canceled, and I will
owe nothing.

Name

Name of firm

(If you want subscription sent to your office)

Address
City
State

Apt.

Zip
(Books purchased for professional purposes are a tax-deduct-
ible expense Offer i.:nod in Continental U.S. and Canada

only. Prices slightly higher in Canada.)
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Membership Benefits

In addition to getting the 3-volume Fourth-Generation Languages for only $4.95
when you join, you keep saving substantially on the books you buy. B Also, you
will immediately become eligible to participate in our Bonus Book Plan, with
savings of up to 65% off the publishers’ prices. B At 3-4 week intervals (16 times
per year), you will receive the Library of Computer and Information Sciences
News, describing the coming Main Selection and Alternate Selections, together
with a dated reply card. B If you want the Main Selection, do nothing, and it will
be sent to you automatically. B If you prefer another selection, or no book at all,
simply indicate your choice on the card and return it by the date specified. B You
will have at least 10 days to decide. If, because of late mail delivery of the News,
you should receive a book you do not want, we guarantee return postage.
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