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Letters

Nothing but the truth

You say researcher Eric Eich has come up
with a system of “asymmetric amnesia” to use
as an indicator of feigned multiple person-
ality, and psychologist Michael McCloskey
still finds no handy guide to distinguish real
from simulated amnesiacs (“‘Limited am-
nesia’: Fair or foul?” SN: 9/6/86, p. 152).

There is a simple test that is quite useful for
both feigned amnesia and multiple person-
ality, and which is commonly used by psy-
chologists who have a working friendship
with a psychiatrist: Inject sodium amytol and
then do questioning to ascertain previous ve-
racity.

Ken Naysmith
Highland, Calif.
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Extinction: The next wave

The upcoming biological extinction wave
that is going to hit this planet in the next 20 to
40 years (“Biological diversity: Going ...
going .. .?” SN: 9/27/86, p. 202) is much more
important to the human race than about 97
percent of the past 20 issues of SCIENCE NEWS. |
do not mean to be snippy:. It’s just that an awful
lot of research and policymaking can be done
just as well one, three, five and 10 years from
now as now, but if the academic and research
community lets the tropics slide under, that is
irreversible and cannot be picked up later
when we start to regret it. To be quite crass
about it, you can grow new humans anytime,
but once biological diversity has been
snuffed out, you can’t get it back.

Andinthat very important way, the upcom-
ing extinction crisis is not like the previous
ones, even the one that knocked out 97 per-
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cent of the animal world (according to S.J.

Gould). Humanity is not going to turn around

and give the planet back to the other species

so that they can get busy reinventing all the
extinguished species.

Daniel H. Janzen

Professor of Biology

University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, Pa.
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