seem to form small clusters within the
host crystals. Michl and his group are
now looking for ways to keep guest mole-
cules isolated from one another. “If we
can get the molecules singly isolated,”
says Michl, “it creates a very unusual en-
vironment for these molecules.” Ben-
zene, for instance, surely doesn't want to
be in the middle of a highly polar, ionic
environment like that, he says. The re-

NOVEMBER 15, 1986

searchers want to study the pho-
tochemical properties of molecules un-
der these conditions.

Michl, who already has a patent on this
technique, is also considering possible
applications. Using salt as a way of storing
organic compounds, he says, could be a
convenient way of getting drugs to cows,
which like licking salt but often dislike
medicinal preparations.

This method could also be used to gen-
erate “molecular imprints” on surfaces.
Any guest molecules that evaporate from
a surface may leave behind a hollow. “If
this footprint is stable,” says Michl,
“you'll have a shape that will presumably
accept the same sort of molecule that left
and not others that are bigger.” This could
lead to useful detectors for specific com-
pounds. —I. Peterson

News of the week continued on p. 317
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